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Prime Minister Stephen Harper welcomes Petro Poroshenko, President 


of Ukraine, to the House of Commons to deliver an address to Parliament. 


(PMO photo by Jill Thompson) 


Poroshenko 
thanks Canada 


Asks for more technical cooperation 


By Marco Levytsky 
Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko thanked Canadians for 
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their support for Ukraine during 
his speech to a joint sitting of the 
House of Commons and the Senate 
in Ottawa, Sept. 17. 

“Today thousands of brave 
Ukrainian men and women are sac- 
rificing their lives for the right to 
live the way they chose to, on their 
land, under the blue and golden 
colors of the Ukrainian flag, colors 
which are so dear to many Can- 
adian Ukrainians. In these dark 
days we feel your support. It is 
time we see our friends in our need. 
And there is no other way to put 
it — Canada is a friend indeed. As 
Commander-in-Chief, as a Ukrain- 
ian and a father of a soldier, I thank 
Canada for each life that is being 
saved today in the Ukrainian Don- 
bas by a bulletproof vest or a hel- 
met you gave us,” he stated 

“Without this support provided by 
the Government of Canada, by all 
parliamentarians and by the Ukrain- 
jan Canadian community under the 
leadership of the Ukrainian Can- 
adian Congress, it would be much 
harder for Ukraine to face the chal- 
lenges of today,” added Poroshenko. 

“No other leader or nation, 
no one, I mean it, with the pos- 
sible exception of Poland was so 
straightforward and earnest when 
sending the signal across to Rus- 
sians and the rest of the World that 
fighting a nation which is trying to 
chart its own path is just concep- 
tually wrong. That arming rebels 
with advanced antiaircraft systems, 
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Shumka hoist the Ukrainian flag during their closing Hopak 


Alberta groups a huge 
hit at Toronto Festival 


By Sonia Holiad, Executive Director of the Festival 
With additions by Marco Levytsky 

Alberta performers were most enthusiastically re- 
ceived at the 18th Annual Bloor West Village Toronto 
Ukrainian Festival, held Sept. 12-14. 

Headliners Shumka received rapturous applause 
for all their numbers and their final closing Hopak 
on Sept. 14 was greeted with a rare, for the festival, 
standing ovation. 

Edmonton’s Viter Choir’s traditional Ukrainian folk 
repertoire proved to be a huge hit, as did Calgary’s 
Suzirya Dance Theatre’s eloquent fusion of ballet and 
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arvinok perform “Prayer for Ukraine”. 


traditional folk dance. 

Visitors of widely diverse backgrounds from North 
America and beyond caught the Ukrainian spirit as 
the Festival served up a long weekend of non-stop 
entertainment, traditional food, stunning cultural dis- 
plays and activities for all ages. Located on Toronto’s 
Bloor St. West, the outdoor Festival covered eight city 
blocks, making it one of the world’s largest Ukrainian 
street festivals. 

On Friday evening, following a warm welcome from 
the Festival’s founder and chair, Jurij Klufas, visitors 

Cont. on P. 8 


Французьке ім'я - 
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Beautiful Jacuzzi rooms 
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Fitness Centre 

No charge wireless high speed internet access 
Complimentary Full Hot Breakfast Buffet 
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Донецький актор став 


жертвою катів із «ДНР» 


Людмила Пилип, 
Радіо Свобода 

На лікуванні у Латвії в рамках 
програми медичної допомоги 
постраждалим у зоні конфлікту 
в Україні, перебуває 23-річний 
актор-лялькар, житель Донець- 
ка Артем Чайковський. Лише за 
те, що на вулицях свого міста 
він співав патріотичних пісень 
й вітав товариша гаслом «Слава 
Україні» бойовики взяли хлопця 
в полон й катували - прострілили 
обидві ноги, різали й палили на- 
живо. Про лікування у Латвії й 
про те, що передувало цьому Ар- 
тем розповів Радіо Свобода. 

Артем Чайковський народив- 
ся в багатодітній сім'ї, в якій, 
крім нього є ще четверо дітей. 
До війни на сході України май- 
же всі члени родини хлопця були 
задіяні в пересувному ляльково- 
му театрі «Овація», виступи яко- 
го полюбляла малеча Донецька. 

Батько Артема, Ігор Чайковсь- 
кий - засновник і сценарист 
театру, пішов добровольцем у 
батальйон «Донбас», де став за- 
ступником командира взводу. 
Позивний для себе він вибрав 
відповідний — «Артист». 

«Мама батька довго відмовляла, 
але після того, як в Карлівці ( 23 
травня ц.р.) відбувся бій і були 
перші жертви серед добровольців, 
батько сказав, що не може сидіти 
вдома, коли гинуть  19-річні 
хлопці. За його словами, це - не 
їхня війна, тут повинні воювати 
люди, які мають досвід, навички 
ведення бою», - розповідає про 
батька Артем. 

Однак Артем потрапив у по- 
лон i катували його не тому, що 
батько воює добровольцем за 


Україну. Місцевим жителям, 
прихильникам сепаратистів 
не сподобався патріотичний 


настрій актора. 

«Ми йшли з товаришем, співали 
Гімн України, пісні з Майдану. 
Біля площі Леніна я сказав то- 
варишу: «Слава Україні!», він 
відповів мені: «Героям слава!». 
Підбігли хлопці - такі 15-ти, 
16-річні й почали нам розказу- 
вати, що ми можемо говорити, а 
що Hi. А я відповів їм, що про яке 
ДНР вони можуть говорити, Дон- 
бас - це була, є й буде Україна. Я 
у себе дома, я маю право кричати, 
що хочу, співати, що хочу. В кінці 
кінців я живу у вільній державі», - 
розповідає Артем. 


Після | цих слів  під'їхала 
«Газель» i люди в масках на 
обличчі, з автоматами 3a0pa- 


Артем Чайковський 


ли їх з товаришем і кинули до 
підвалу Донецької державної 
обладміністрації. 

«Там мені особливих питань 
не ставили, лише пробували 
переконати, а скоріш придуму- 
вали історії. За півгодини три 
історії мені придумали — спо- 
чатку я був бійцем «Правого 
сектору», 1 нас на площі було не 
двоє, а вже тридцять осіб. Дру- 
га історія, я був наркоманом, 
потім бандерівцем, який їсть 
дітей. Вони самі придумали собі 
історію, щоб виправдати свої 
дії. Які дії? Стріляли, ножові 
поранення у мене є. Не знаю, 
мабуть чудо мене врятувало, 
але мене навіть підпалювали», — 
продовжує розповідь Артем. 

Психологічний тиск, за сло- 
вами Артема, чинили бойовики, 
що прибули з Кавказу. А катував 
актора слов'янин. 

«Це була людина слов'янської 
зовнішності. Чи він росіянин, чи 
українець, житель Донецька або 
ні - я незнаю. Коли нас забирали 
він був у масці, а потім вже при 
катуванні - без маски, я його по 
формі впізнав», - каже Артем. 

Завдяки турботі близьких Ар- 
тема і його товариша відпустили, 
хоча Чайковського | бойовики 
не хотіли віддавати, мотивую- 
чи тим, що залишилося йому 
жити тільки кілька годин, бо 
втратив багато крові. Потім була 
операція, на яку родичам дове- 
лося зібрати 10 тисяч гривень, 
оскільки в лікарні в Донецьку не 
хотіли робити її безкоштовно. 

Згодом хлопця перевезли у 
Дніпропетровську лікарню імені 
Мечникова. До Латвії, де Арте- 
му зробили дві складні операції 
і, за його словами, врятува- 
ли ногу, він потрапив завдяки 
програмі лікування за кордоном 


українських військових та по- 
страждалих в зоні АТО. 

Артем вважає, що жителі, 
які залишився в Донецьку, або 
підтримують бойовиків, або 
зовсім необачні. «Одна житель- 
ка, яка покинула вчасно Донецьк, 
дуже розумно сказала, що вони за- 
лишили Донецьк, щоб не заважа- 
ти українським військам знищити 
цю нечисть з нашої землі». 

Батько Артема, Ігор Чайковсь- 
кий вижив у бою під Іловайськом, 
а також у майже двотижневому 
полоні. Зараз він перебуває у 
Дніпропетровську, куди перевіз 
всю родину. Незважаючи на те, 
що змушений продовжити своє 
лікування, «Артист» відроджує 
ляльковий театр. Вже відбулася 
перша вистава. 

До Донецька родина вже не 
повернеться. Будуть налагоджу- 
вати життя у Дніпропетровську, 
яке нині Артем Чайковський 
вважає найбільш патріотичним 
українським містом. Хлопець 
впевнений, що вже зовсім ско- 
ро він там гратиме на сцені для 
дітей, бо це найщиріші для нього 
глядачі. 

Латвія забезпечує лікування 
десяти постраждалих від 
сепаратистів в Україні. Вісім 13 
них вже поїхали додому. Кош- 
ти на лікування та реабілітацію 
виділяють 13 латвійського бюд- 
жету. 

Наразі Латвійська благодійна 
організація «Ziedot.lv» з Фондом 
підтримки постраждалих в зоні 
конфлікту в Україні організували 
спільний проект і збирають по- 
жертвування для лікування 
та реабілітації постраждалих 
українців. Кошти для  цьо- 
го та гуманітарну допомогу 
потерпілим в Україні збирають й 
українські товариства Латвії. 


Порошенко пояснив, на кого 3 
сепаратистів пошириться амністія 


(Радіо Свобода) -Президент України Петро По- 
рошенко заявив, що ті з сепаратистів на Донбасі, 
хто скоїв тяжкі злочини, не потраплять під дію 
закону про амністію, ухваленого 16 вересня. Про 
це він сказав в інтерв'ю українським телеканалам, 


оприлюдненому в неділю. 


«ТІ, хто скоїв навмисне вбивство, ті, хто вбивав 
українців, не підпадають під амністію. ТІ, хто ско- 
ював теракти, створював терористичні організації, 
збивав літак, мародерствував, гвалтував, знущався 
над полоненими, знущався над загиблими — низ- 
ка статей, передбачених у Кримінальному кодексі, 
ніякого шансу потрапити під амністію не мають», 


— зазначив президент. 

«Для того, 
амністією, ти маєш здати зброю і зареєструватися. 
Це — абсолютно прозора міжнародна практика», — 
додав глава держави. 


щоб мати право скористатися 


16 вересня Верховна Рада у закритому режимі 


ухвалила два закони щодо Донбасу: про особливий 
порядок місцевого самоврядування в окремих райо- 
нах Донецької та Луганської областей та про амністію 
«учасників збройних формувань» 1 членів самопро- 
голошених «органів» у Донецькій та Луганській об- 
ластях, які складуть зброю, звільнять людей 13 поло- 
ну, а також залишать зайняті приміщення. 
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Two Russian banks dropped | Plastun named Canada’ 
off Canada’s sanctions list 


One of them hired Baird’s former Chief of Staff to lobby on their behalf 


By Marco Levytsky 

Two Russian banks — one of 
whom had hired a former Chief 
of Staff to current Foreign Affairs 
Minister John Baird to lobby the 
government — were taken off Can- 
ada’s sanctions list Sept. 16. 

Expobank and RosEnergoBank, two 
small Russian banks, had been placed 
on the sanctions list on April 28. 

Asked in the House of Com- 
mons by NDP Foreign Affairs crit- 
ics Paul Dewar why this was done, 
Sept. 18, Baird replied “following 
receipt of new information and 
further investigation and analysis, 
these entities are being removed 
from the list. They were deemed to 
be sufficiently divorced from Rus- 
sian events against Ukraine.” 

When Expobank was first placed 
on the list, it hired Ottawa lobbying 
firm Ensight Canada to make its case 
to the government on why it should 
be removed from the sanctions list 
after describing Canada’s actions as 
a “misunderstanding”, reported The 
Ottawa Citizen on June 4. 

“Theyre concerned about being 
on the list,” Ensight principal Will 
Stewart told The Citizen. “They 
don’t believe they should be, and 
we're trying to help them sort 
through that problem.” 

Stewart, who at that time was 
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Ensight principal Will Stewart, who 
served as Foreign Minister John 
Baird’ Chief of Staff while Baird 
was in former Ontario Premier 
Mike Harris’ cabinet. 


serving as Ontario Progressive 
Conservative leader Tim Hudak’s 
communications director for the 
provincial election campaign, 
would not comment specifically on 
the sanctions. 

“We're just going to try to help 
them with their challenge in Ot- 
tawa,” he said. “We’re going to 
be contacting a bunch of folks in 
Ottawa and taking the message to 


them, and hope to help them.” 

Hudak is a long-time friend of 
Baird’s and served with him in the 
cabinet of former Ontario Premier 
Mike Harris. 

Ensight’s official website notes 
that Stewart was Baird’s Chief of 
Staff during that period. 

“Will has served as Chief of Staff 
to a number of Ontario Minister 
portfolios with John Baird, now a 
senior member of the Harper cab- 
inet,” it states. 

While answering Dewar’s ques- 
tion Baird added that Canada has 
189 sanctions against Russia, com- 
pared to 107 for the United States 
and 106 for the European Union. 

“That is real leadership. That is why 
the President of Ukraine is so thrilled 
with this government,” he said. 

NDP MP Helene Laverdiere 
(Laurier—Sainte-Marie) retorted 
“it is not a question of numbers. It 
is a question of selectivity and com- 
prehensibility. Two Russian banks 
were very quietly removed from the 
Canadian sanctions list on Tuesday. 
We know that Russian economic ty- 
coons who are close to Putin, are on 
the American lists and are financially 
involved in Canadian companies, 
are not affected by these sanctions, 
which are strangely selective, to be 
quite honest.” 


Canada announces further sanctions 


(UktNews)—Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird 
on Sept. 17 announced further economic sanctions 
and travel bans against four Russian individuals, and 
economic sanctions against five Russian entities and 
one financial institution: 

“Despite the efforts by President Poroshenko to end 
the violence in Eastern Ukraine, the Putin regime’s 
military aggression continues. For example, today we 
are seeing reports that President Putin has ordered a 
surge of troops in Crimea, and we have seen no evi- 
dence of progress on our calls for the Putin regime to 
end its support to the armed militants fomenting vio- 
lence. 

“Canada will continue to stand in steadfast support 
of the Ukrainian people as they struggle for peace and 
freedom against this aggression. 

“Those responsible for fanning the flames of con- 
flict will continue to face increased pressure through 
targeted sanctions. 

“The sanctions imposed in coordination with our 
other allies are without a doubt having an effect on the 
Russian economy. Canada stands prepared to move 
farther with our allies and partners to hold the Putin 
regime accountable,” he said. 

“Unfortunately the Conservatives still have left Igor 
Sechin of Rosneft Oil and Sergey Chemezov of Rostec 
off the list notwithstanding that our allies have includ- 
ed them on the list. These two individuals are close to 
Putin and should be on Canada’s list,” NDP Foreign 
Affairs Critic Paul Dewar told Ukrainian News when 
asked for his reaction” 


“Mr. Garneau is fully supportive of the sanctions 
announced yesterday. He believes that in the long- 
term the sanctions will adversely affect the Russian 
economy and hopefully will compel President Putin 
to reconsider his actions,” replied Jean Proulx, Par- 
liamentary Assistant and press attaché for Liberal Fo- 
reign Affairs Critic Mare Garneau. 

The individuals named in the new sanctions are: 

¢ General Dmitry Vitalievich Bulgakov, senior of- 
ficial in the Russian Armed Forces; 

¢ Lieutenant-General Yuriy Eduardovich Sadovenko, 
senior official in the Russian Armed Forces; 

¢ Colonel-General Nikolay Bogdanovskty, senior 
official in the Russian Armed Forces; 

¢ Colonel-General Oleg Leonidovich Salyukov, 
senior official in the Russian Armed Forces 

The entities and financial instition are: 

» OJSC Dolgoprudny Research Production Enter- 
prise (DNPP); 

¢ JSC Kalinin Machine-Building Plant (MZik); 

e Mitischinskii Machine-Building Plant OAO 
(MMZ); 

¢ V. Tikhomiroy Scientific Research Institute of In- 
strument Design (NIIP); 

¢ Marine Scientific Research Institute of Radioelec- 
tronics Altair (MNIIRE “Altair”); and 

» Sberbank 

Additional restrictions were applied to the terms 
under which designated Russian banks can access 
capital markets, by prohibiting the issuance of any 
loan carrying a maturation date greater than 30 days. 


Canada announces support for Ukraine elections 


(UkrNews)—In the lead-up to Ukraine’s parliamentary 
elections in October, Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird 
on Sept. 16 detailed support for advancing democracy 
that will see more than 300 Canadian observers travel to 
Ukraine to monitor the elections. 

“Canada is proud of its long-standing support 
to the Ukrainian people in advancing freedom and 
democracy,” said Baird. “These are ideals that we 
share and that we will courageously defend and 
protect as the cornerstone of our enduring friendship.” 

A bilateral mission to Ukraine will see up to 190 
observers for parliamentary elections, 102 observers 
through the Organization for Security and Co- 
operation in Europe (OSCE) Office for Democratic 


Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) Election 
Observation Mission and a delegation of up to 12 
parliamentarians to join the OSCE Parliamentary 
Assembly Election Observation Mission. 

“Canada will once again play an important role 
in fostering democracy and good governance in 
Ukraine,” said Baird. “Our support, knowledge and 
experience will help ensure free, fair and democratic 
elections in Ukraine.” 

Canadians interested in applying to become an 
observer for Canada’s bilateral election observation 
mission can visit Canadian Election Observation 
Missions. Those interested in applying for the OSCE/ 
ODIHR mission can visit Canada’s Civilian Reserve. 


Ambassador to Ukraine 


(UkrNews)—A senior member 
(plastun senior) of the Ukrainian 
Youth Association Plast has been 
appointed Canada’s new Ambassa- 
dor to Ukraine. 

Roman Waschuk replaces an- 
other Ukrainian Canadian, Troy 
Lulashnyk, who becomes Ambassa- 
dor to the Arab Republic of Egypt. 

The appointments were an- 
nounced by Foreign Affairs Minis- 
ter John Baird on Sept. 19. 

“On behalf of the Ukrainian Can- 
adian community, it is my pleasure 
to wholeheartedly welcome Am- 
bassador Waschuk on the occasion 
of his appointment,” stated Paul 
Grod, National President of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress the 
following day. 

“Today, as Ukraine faces Rus- 
sian aggression, we are pleased that 
Canada continues to appoint such 
capable Ambassadors to Ukraine. 
We look forward to working with 
Ambassador Waschuk as Canada 
and our community continues to 
support the people of Ukraine in 
defending their independence and 
territorial integrity. I have known 
Ambassador Waschuk profession- 
ally for many years and I am cer- 
tain that he will represent Canada 
effectively and honourably.” 

Waschuk (BA [History], Univer- 
sity of Toronto, 1983; MA [His- 
tory], University of Toronto, 1985) 
began his career with the Depart- 
ment of External Affairs in 1987. 

First posted as second secretary 
(political) in Moscow, he sub- 
sequently served as counsellor 
(political) in Kyiv and counsellor 
(political) and minister-counsellor 
(political/economic) in Berlin. 

In Ottawa, Waschuk’s positions 
have included deputy director of 
the European Union Division, dep- 
uty director of the Policy Planning 
Division, director of the Global 
Partnership for Biological Non- 
Proliferation, Chemical Weapons 
Destruction and Redirection of 
Former Weapons Scientists Div- 
ision, and director of the Stabiliza- 
tion and Reconstruction Programs 
Division. Since 2011, Waschuk has 
served as ambassador to Serbia, 
with concurrent accreditation to 
Macedonia and Montenegro. 

Waschuk is a member of the To- 
ronto Plast Branch. 

The UCC also congratulated 
Ambassador Lulashnyk, who has 
served as Canada’s ambassador to 


Roman Waschuk 


Ukraine since 2011. 

“Tt was our distinct pleasure to 
work with Ambassador Lulashnyk 
over the last three years,” stated 
Grod. 

“Ambassador Lulashnyk repre- 
sented Canada with distinction and 
devotion during a very difficult 
period in Ukraine’s history. On 
behalf of the Ukrainian Canadian 
community, I wish Ambassador 
Lulashnyk and his family health, 
happiness, and successes in their 
future endeavors.” 

Lulashnyk (BA [Political Sci- 
ence], University of Winnipeg, 
1992; MA [Political Science], Uni- 
versity of Manitoba, 1995) worked 
at the Department of Foreign Af- 
fairs and International Trade as a 
non-proliferation officer (1996- 
1999) and a senior policy adviser 
on international security (1999- 
2002). 

In his capacity as director of the 
Global Partnership Program (2002- 
2006), he helped manage the Cold 
War legacy of weapons and ma- 
terials of mass destruction and re- 
lated expertise in the former Soviet 
Union. Then, as director general 
in the Non-Proliferation and Se- 
curity Threat Reduction Bureau at 
Foreign Affairs and International 
Trade Canada (2006-2011), he was 
responsible for international secur- 
ity programming related to threat 
reduction, counterterrorism and 
combating international criminal 
activity. 

As ambassador to Ukraine, 
Lulashnyk strongly supported the 
bilateral relationship and the aspir- 
ations of the Ukrainian people for 
democracy and freedom. 


Another Russian convoy 
crosses into Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—Russia’s Emergency Situations Ministry says Russia has 
delivered what it says is a third shipment of aid to the rebel-controlled 


eastern Ukrainian city of Donetsk. 


Spokesman Aleksandr Drobyshevsky was quoted as saying on 
September 20 that the “convoy has arrived in Donetsk and is being 


unloaded.” 


Russian news agencies reported the convoy of some 200 vehicles was 
carrying food, generators, medicines, and bottled water. 


According to Russian media, Moscow 


“several times” invited 


Ukrainian authorities and the International Committee of the Red Cross 
to inspect the cargo at the border, “but they declined without providing 


any reasons.” 


There has been no confirmation yet from Ukrainian or independent 
sources about the Russian vehicles crossing the border or reaching 


Donetsk. 


The first Russian humanitarian convoy crossed into Ukraine in late 


August. 


Ukrainian authorities said they had not granted the Russians permission 
to enter Ukraine and called the convoy’s advance across the border a 


“direct invasion.” 


The second convoy crossed into Ukraine on September 13. 


Жертводавці 
на Прес Фонд 
«Українських Вістей» 


Ukrainian News is now 


available at the following 


locations in Edmonton: 


Chateau Louis Hotel 
Continental Inn 

Meest - Edmonton 

St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church 
Servus Credit Union 
(Capilano Branch) 
Servus Credit Union 
(Delton Branch) 


Donors to the 
Ukrainian News 
Press Fund 


DONATIONS — September, 2014 
Received Aug. 27 - Sept. 24, 2014 


$300 


Taras Bombak, In Memory of his 
late Mother, Anna Bombak 


$100 


$25 

Russ Bzdel, Wisdhart, SK 
Alex Chumak, Toronto, ON 
Andrew and Oksana 
Tarnawsky, Edmonton, AB 


Roman and Marusia Petryshyn, 


Edmonton, AB 


$60 


$16.50 
E. A. Yaremchuk, 
Thunder Bay, ON 


Donald Klym, Smoky Lake, AB 


$50 


Maria Pawluk, Edmonton, AB 
In Memory of my uncle, Orest 


Windyk 


Ми щиро дякуємо всім 
жертводавцям 


$10 

Nick Kostur, Mission, BC 
Lena & Walter Kotak, 
Winnipeg, MB 


George Polowy, Oakburn, MB 


Stephan Romaniuk, 
Edmonton, AB 


Nicholas Sadiwnyk, Calgary, AB 


We sincerely thank 
all donors 


ALBERTA OMNI 
Repeat Thurs 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, Sept. 25 - Oct. 8, 25 вересня - 8 жовтня, 2014 


Політичні сили на 
старті виборчої кампанії 


Назарій Заноз, Радіо Свобода 

До парламентських виборів залишається місяць. 
Основні партії провели свої з'їзди й висуну- 
ли кандидатів за списками та в округах. Не всі 
з них, правда, досі оприлюднені, але тенденції 
вловити нескладно. Спробуємо коротко огля- 
нути диспозиції українських політсил на старті 
виборчої кампанії та основні її тренди. 

Порошенко чудово усвідомлює, що час грає про- 
ти нього та його рейтингу, тому вибори не можна 
відкладати. 

До виборчої кампанії президент підійшов се- 
рйозно, тому серед кандидатів від іменної партії, 
крім очікуваних екс-тушок та колишніх регіоналів, 
соратників різного часу та просто потрібних лю- 
дей, з'явилося кілька громадських активістів та, 
уже тепер, екс-журналістів. Загалом «Блок Петра 
Порошенка» виглядає типовою президентською 
партією влади помаранчевого типу з неодмінними 
«любими друзями» на борту. 

Натомість «Батьківщина» втратила значну части- 
ну свого складу. Від Юлії Тимошенко пішли не лише 
зорієнтовані на Порошенка співпартійці, а й кілька 
старих соратників (наприклад, Олександр Турчи- 
нов), котрі вирішили рухатися у фарватері Арсенія 
Яценюка. Амбіції останнього, котрі фактично згасли 
після Майдану, знову починають зростати. 

Команда | «Народного | Фронту» зіткана 
здебільшого з різних комбатів та колишніх членів 
помаранчевої команди. Прем'єр, схоже, робитиме 
ставку на голоси тих, хто не любить ні Порошенка, 
ні Тимошенко, але голосувати за нові сили бажан- 
ня немає. Лідерці «Батьківщини» в цій кампанії 
слід розраховувати на свій традиційний електорат, 
а фронтовикам на тих, хто симпатизує діяльності 
Кабміну. 

«Радикальна партія» Олега Ляшка продовжує 
орієнтуватися на свого традиційного виборця, 
котрий любить шоу та вважає, що його обранець 
рубає правду-матку. Лідер «радикалів» й далі 
експлуатує свій «дієвий» імідж, сподіваючись, що 
падіння його рейтингів, котре фіксують соціологи, 
явище тимчасове. Ляшкові не слід розраховувати, 
що отримає більше, ніж на президентських вибо- 
рах, адже це було майже максимумом, який він 
може отримати. Здобути більше вдасться лише за- 
вдяки якимсь явним промахам конкурентів. 

«Громадянська позиція» Анатолія Гриценка 
цього разу дуже ймовірно подолає 5-відсотковий 
бар'єр. Лідер цієї партії ніколи особливо нею 
не займався, працюючи здебільшого над влас- 
ним іміджем. Політсила була для нього наче 
необхідністю, додатком для образу, мовляв, що ж 
за такий політик та й без власної партії. Завдяки 
союзові з «Демократичним альянсом», Гриценко 
отримає ще кілька місць у Раді. 

«Свобода» опинилася в ситуації, подібній 
до тієї, в котрій була минулої парламентської 
кампанії. Вона так само балансує на межі проход- 
ження в Раду. Попереднього разу це дозволило їй 
зіграти на почуттях виборців, котрі вирішили, що 
потрібно голосувати за «Свободу», щоби УДАР 
та «Батьківщина» мали додаткову підтримку у 
Верховній Раді. На цих виборах такий номер теж 
може пройти, проте слід робити поправку, що за- 
раз партія Тягнибока не є в опозиції та й «спец- 
назу» для побиття регіоналів народ уже не дуже 
потребує. Проте представники «Свободи» в Раді 
точно будуть. Завдяки узгодженню кандидатів з 
політсилою президента, націоналісти проведуть 
до Верховну Раду з десяток депутатів. 

«Самопоміч», завдяки своєму неочікуваному 
списку, відщипне трохи відсотків від пиро- 
га Гриценкової «Громадянської позиції». У них 
доволі схожий потенційний виборець - освічений 
середній клас. Також сила Андрія Садового може 
розраховувати на відтік електорату від політичної 
сили президента, проте варто розуміти, що 
потенційна електоральна ніша «Самопомочі» є не 
дуже великою та й бренд недостатньо розкруче- 
ний. На цей випадок у списку знаходимо комбата 
батальйону «Донбас» та його бойових побратимів. 

«Опозиційний блок» екс-регіоналів, 
Королевської та Рабиновича, який вже встигли 
охрестити «кремлівським», має непогані шанси 
отримати представництво в Раді, хоч і незначне. 
Більше надій протеже Льовочкіна покладатимуть 
на вибори в округах, де гречкою та іншими ви- 
дами засівань їхні кандидати мають куди більше 
шансів пробратися в парламент. Також до них мо- 


жуть примкнути переможці-самовисуванці, котрі 
не підуть співпрацювати з владою. 

A OT комуністи, зважаючи на провальний 
попередній досвід на мажоритарці, мають малі 
шанси. Їх виборець демотивований і не дуже 
бажає їти на вибори. Тому цілком ймовірно, що 
в парламенті нового скликання, вперше за всю 
історію незалежної України, не буде представ- 
ництва КПУ. 

Найімовірніше, 5% бар'єр подолає 5-8 політсил. 
Скільки саме їх буде - дуже залежатиме від 
політики президента Порошенка. Після скандаль- 
ного голосування в Раді по законах про амністію 
терористів та про «особливий режим» у деяких 
районах Донбасу він суттєво похитнувся, тому 
потенційний виборець «Блоку Петра Порошен- 
ка» може переметнутися до майже будь-кого з 
конкурентів. 

Через нечітку ідеологічну спрямованість, партія 
Порошенка немає надійної бази, прив'язки вибор- 
ця, окрім бажання частини соціуму не повторити 
помилку післяпомаранчевого періоду, коли на пре- 
зидентських виборах переміг Ющенко, а на парла- 
ментських більшу підтримку отримала Тимошен- 
ко, що посилило конфлікт між цими двома. 

Якщо в попередні виборчі кампанії основним 
трендом було включити до списку якусь зірку 
естради або перетягнути до себе когось із ворожо- 
го табору, то в часи війни, очевидно, усі налашто- 
вуються на її лад. 

Зважаючи на те, що останнім часом Україна пе- 
режила надто багато важливих подій водночас, то 
й тих, хто став відомим та популярним на цій хвилі 
стало немало. Завдяки такій великій кількості 
героїв різного масштабу та калібру: від активістів 
Майдану до комбатів із АТО, учасники виборчих 
перегонів мали з кого робити вибір. 

Так у списках майже усіх політсил можна натра- 
пити на джентльменський набір: екс-журналіст, 
командир батальйону або герой АТО, громадський 
активіст, зірка (естради, кіно, спорту etc). 

Ключова роль всіх цих людей зводиться до одно- 
го й того ж - назбирати для партії додаткові очки 
й на своїй спині протягнути до Ради ще кілька лю- 
дей із темної частини списку, куди часто заховують 
спонсорів партії. 

Ще один свіжий тренд: один із лідерів політсили 
поступається своїм місцем у списку на користь 
якогось селебріті. Так Юлія Тимошенко йде під 
No2 в «Батьківщині» після Надії Савченко. А в 
«Народному Фронті» ж Турчинов уступив свою 
другу позицію активістці, екс-журналістці та ко- 
лишньому урядовому уповноваженому з питань 
антикорупційної політики Тетяні Чорновол. 

Проукраїнські настрої будуть шалено викори- 
стовуватися у цій кампанії. Проте ця боротьба 
патріотичного популізму різного масштабу буде 
малоефективною, адже її візьмуть на озброєння 
майже усі кандидати. 

З'їзди партій та політичні коаліції засвідчили 
певну слабкість сил, що заявили про себе на 
Майдані. Вони вирішили піти легшим шляхом, 1 
приєдналися до старих партій, замість того, щоби 
об'єднати зусилля і виступити спільним фронтом 
проти системи, що залишилася від режиму Януко- 
вича, і котру нова влада не дуже хоче змінювати. 

Як завше, на їх спинах хочуть пролізти до пар- 
ламенту професійні казнокради та пристосуванці. 
Ще одна мета тих, хто вирішив взяти до свого 
списку активістів - дезорієнтувати виборців, щоб 
усі провали можна було списати на громадських 
діячів та звинуватити їх в некомпетентності. 

Щоби цьому протидіяти - громадські активісти, 
котрі перебуватимуть в стінах парламенту в різних 
фракціях мусять об'єднати свої зусилля, щоб не 
давати владі спуску й просувати реформи. Українці 
мають побачити, що систему можна змінити, що 
можливою є нова якість політики: без популізму 
та корупції, а з людським обличчям. Також це до- 
дасть впевненості тим, хто сумнівається, чи йти в 
політику, апелюючи до того, що це брудна справа і 
не хочеться в ній бруднити руки. 

Якщо активісти провалять цю спробу, то ре- 
жим докладе максимум зусиль, щоби перекона- 
ти народ більше не голосувати за представників 
суспільства, а самі виборці вкотре втратять віру в 
можливість змін в Україні, Тому громадські лідери, 
що йдуть до парламенту мають усвідомлювати 
відповідальність, котра на них лежить. Такі шанси 
марнувати не можна. 
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Ukraine seals EU pact, offers 
rebel east ‘special status’ 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s parliament has adopted 
legislation granting “special status” to rebel-held parts 
of the country’s east and ratified a landmark accord on 
closer ties with the European Union. 

The Verkhovna Rada on September 16 passed a 
law giving parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions 
broader autonomy for a three-year period, seeking to 
end a deadly conflict with pro-Russian separatists and 
keep the country of 45 million in one piece. 

The law allows local authorities to set up their own 
police forces and name judges and prosecutors. It pro- 
vides for snap elections on December 7 to establish 
new councils in certain districts of the region known 
broadly as the Donbas. 

The broad-ranging political legislation also guaran- 
tees the right for Russian to be spoken in state institu- 
tions, and allows local authorities to strengthen rela- 
tions with neighboring regions of Russia. 

It promises to help restore damaged infrastructure 
and to provide social and economic assistance to areas 
particularly hard-hit by the conflict, which has killed 
more than 3,000 people since April. 

A separate law passed in the same closed-door 
hearing grants amnesty to participants in the conflict 
between pro-Russian separatists and government 
forces, excluding those who have committed “serious 
crimes.” 

The laws are in keeping with a September 5 deal in 
which Ukraine’s government and the rebels, who hold 
large swaths of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions, 
agreed on a cease-fire and on steps to end the conflict, 
which has killed more than 3,000 people since April. 

The cease-fire was frayed by fighting over the 
weekend. Amnesty International has accused fighters 
on both sides of abuses that might be classified as war 
crimes. 

President Petro Poroshenko has said the “special 
status” law guarantees “the sovereignty, territorial in- 
tegrity, and independence” of Ukraine. 

The U.S. State Department congratulated the 
Ukrainian lawmakers. 

“By forging ahead with this agreement in the face 
of great challenges, Ukraine’s leaders have carried out 
the will of the Ukrainian people, who demonstrated 
their overwhelming support for further integration 
with Europe last winter and with their votes in the 
May 25 presidential elections,” said Marie Harf, dep- 
uty spokeswoman at the State Department. 

Harf also applauded the passage of the amnesty and 
self-rule measures, saying they were “two important 
commitments Ukraine made in the Minsk cease-fire 
agreement on September 5.” 

European Parliament President Martin Schulz 
called the ratification a “historic moment” that met the 
“dreams of the people who fought for democracy” in 


Ukraine. 

Before the vote, Luhansk separatist leader Thor Plot- 
nitskiy said the bills provide “a chance” for a peace 
settlement but that questions remained. 

But other rebels dismissed them, saying they would 
settle for nothing short of full autonomy. 

“Complete self-rule will be introduced in Don- 
bas, this territory no longer has anything to do with 
Ukraine,” Andrei Purgin, deputy prime minister of the 
self-proclaimed Donetsk People’s Republic, told AFP. 

“Ukraine is free to adopt any law it wants. But we 
are not planning any federalism with Ukraine.” 

Shortly after the votes on “special status” and am- 
nesty, the Rada and the European Parliament held 
simultaneous sessions at which they ratified the As- 
sociation Agreement, a pact at the heart of the crisis in 
Ukraine. 

Poroshenko told lawmakers the ratification of the 
agreement was a “first step” toward membership of 
the European Union. 

“Tell me, who will now dare to shut Ukraine’s doors 
to Europe? Who will be against our future member- 
ship in the EU, toward which today we are taking our 
first but very decisive step?” he said. 

Refusal to sign the same agreement sparked months 
of protests leading to the ouster of Poroshenko’s pre- 
decessor, Viktor Yanukovych, and touched off a chain 
of events that included Russia’s annexation of Crimea 
and the rebellion by pro-Russian separatists in eastern 
Ukraine. 

The agreement establishes a deep political associa- 
tion and free-trade area between Ukraine and the EU. 

However, the EU and Ukraine agreed on September 
12 to delay implementation of the free-trade pact until 
the end of 2015 in a concession to Russia, which has 
pushed Kyiv to join a Russian-led Eurasian customs 
union. 

Ahead of the votes, fighting in and around the rebel- 
held city of Donetsk has strained the cease-fire and led 
to mutual recriminations. 

City authorities said six people were killed on Sep- 
tember 14 and four more on September 15. 

Kyiv and the West accuse Moscow of backing the 
separatists with troops and arms and annexing Crimea 
to punish Kyiv for pursuing a pro-European path. 

NATO Secretary-General Andres Fogh Rasmussen 
said on September 15 that Moscow appeared to want 
to impose a “protracted frozen conflict” in eastern 
Ukraine in order to increase its influence in the region 
and keep its neighbors out of NATO and the EU. 

Moscow denies it has sent soldiers or weapons to 
eastern Ukraine and accuses the United States and the 
EU of stoking the conflict, which has driven Russia’s 
ties with the West to a post-Cold War low and led to an 
exchange of punitive sanctions. 


Kyiv preparing to withdraw heavy weapons 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
has said Ukraine must be ready to defend itself if the 
peace process with the pro-Russian rebels fails but 
stressed that the conflict in eastern Ukraine cannot be 
solved militarily. 

Speaking to Ukrainian media on September 21, 
Poroshenko also said Ukraine had lost 65 percent of 
its military hardware on the front line during fighting 
in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions. 

Kyiv and the pro-Russian rebels agreed a cease-fire 
on September 5. 

Despite numerous violations, the warring sides 
agreed on September 19 to withdraw artillery and 
other heavy weapons to the outer limits of a 30-kilom- 
eter buffer zone. 

Poroshenko has also put forward a plan, passed by 
parliament, to grant limited self-rule to the rebels in 
Donetsk and Luhansk. 

However, the Ukrainian military said on September 
21 it would not go ahead with setting up the proposed 
buffer zone after accusing the rebels and Russian 
troops of continuing to shoot at government forces. 

Moscow denies sending forces into Ukraine. 

In his question-and-answer session with Ukrainian 
journalists, Poroshenko suggested it was futile to send 
more troops to fight the rebels in eastern Ukraine. 

“The more Ukrainian army battalions or brigades 
are brought up, the more troops there are from the 
Russian Federation,” Poroshenko said. 

Poroshenko has been criticized at home by pro- 
Western politicians over his plan, which gives the sep- 
aratists in Donetsk and Luhansk region limited self- 
tule for three years, plus an amnesty for separatists 
fighting government forces. 


But Poroshenko said his plan had allowed an ex- 
change of prisoners and the return home of Ukrainian 
prisoners “who had been undergoing torture.” 

Later, Poroshenko tweeted that 28 Ukrainian sol- 
diers had been freed on September 21, bringing to 63 
the number returned home under a prisoner exchange 
over two days. 

Poroshenko addressed the Congress and met 
President Barack Obama during a trip to Washington 
on September 18. 

Although Washington turned down Kyiv’s request 
for lethal military hardware, Poroshenko did return 
home with $53 million in fresh aid and a reported 
$1 billion in financial guarantees, which could help 
Ukrainian authorities obtain credits. 

Poroshenko said on September 21 that Kyiv ex- 
pected to receive intelligence equipment, radar, and 
observation systems “which will allow us to increase 
ten-fold the effectiveness of our weapons.” 

Earlier, military spokesman Andriy Lysenko ac- 
cused separatists and Russian troops of violating the 
September 5 cease-fire. 

He said separatists had carried out a fresh attack 
on the government-held airport in Donetsk, the east’s 
main industrial hub. 

The rebels hold the city of Donetsk. 

Lysenko said 40 separatists had been killed in “de- 
fensive” fire by Ukrainian forces. 

That figure could not be independently confirmed. 

Lysenko also said two more Ukrainian soldiers had 
been killed and eight wounded over the last 24 hours. 

Lysenko said work on establishing the buffer zone 
could not start while the cease-fire was being violated. 
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Poroshenko sees Ukraine applying 
for EU membership by 2020 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s President Petro Poroshenko has presented 
a broad plan of reforms that he said would allow Ukraine to apply for 
membership in the European Union in six years. 

At a September 25 news conference in Kyiv, Poroshenko also said 
that his peace deal with pro-Russian separatists meant that the “most 
dangerous” part of the five-month conflict in eastern Ukraine was over. 

Poroshenko said his reform plan, called Strategy-2020, included some 
60 social and economic reforms and programs. 

He singled out priority areas for reform, including ridding the system 
of corruption and decentralizing the power structures, reforming the tax 
system as well as law enforcement and security bodies, and working 
toward achieving energy independence. 

Poroshenko signed the trade and economic relations portion of a key 
Association Agreement with the EU in Brussels on June 27. It provides 
for the creation of a Deep and Comprehensive Free-Trade Area (DCFTA) 
and closer economic integration. 

Ukraine’s parliament ratified the agreement on September 16. 

However, the implementation of the trade part of the agreement has 
been delayed until January 2016 to appease Russia, which says the pact 
will hurt its markets. 

Poroshenko on September 25 said Ukraine’s only alternative to 
“ambitious reforms” is to be “left alone with Russia.” 

He also said he expects to meet Russian President Vladimir Putin in the 
next three weeks. 

Poroshenko earlier ordered a temporary closure of Ukraine’s border 
with Russia. 

A decree published on the presidential website ordered the government 
“to settle...the issue of temporarily closing checkpoints on Ukraine’s state 
border with the Russian Federation to cars, sea, and pedestrian traffic.” 

A senior Ukrainian security source said that the border security measure 
was designed to halt the alleged smuggling of weapons into the separatist 
east and would enter into force “soon.” 

Also on September 25, Ukrainian parliament speaker Oleksandr 
Turchynov signed a lustration bill that had been adopted by the parliament 
on September 16. 

Under the law, up to | million public servants, including cabinet 
ministers, will be screened for loyalty to root out corrupt practices left 
over from the previous administration of pro-Russian President Viktor 
Yanukovych. The law is expected to purge officials linked to the pro- 
Russian separatists in Ukraine’s east and Russia’s other structures, 
including intelligence. 

Officials unable to explain their sources of income and assets will be 
banned from public office for five to 10 years. 

After signing the document at a press conference in Kyiv on September 
25 in the presence of journalists and public activists, Тигспупоу called on 
Poroshenko to sign the bill into law by the end of the day. 
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Poroshenko’s Pereyaslav 


The legislation granting “special status” to the terrorist-held parts of 
Ukraine’s east, which the Verkhoyna Rada passed with the encourage- 
ment of President Petro Poroshenko, has been roundly condemned by 
opponents as a betrayal — and justifiably so. 

The law allows local authorities to set up their own police forces and 
name judges and prosecutors. It provides for snap elections on Decem- 
ber 7 to establish new councils in certain districts of the region known 
broadly as the Donbas. 

The broad-ranging political legislation also guarantees the right for 
Russian to be spoken in state institutions, and allows local authorities to 
strengthen relations with neighboring regions of Russia. 

It promises to help restore damaged infrastructure and to provide so- 
cial and economic assistance to areas particularly hard-hit by the conflict, 
which means the rest of Ukraine — which is already on the verge of 
bankruptcy — has to come up with about $8 billion to repair the damage 
Russia and its terrorist surrogates have inflicted. 

What’s more Ukraine and the European Union have agreed to delay 
implementation of their Association agreement until the end of 2015. 
“This is all Russia wanted,” chortled Russia’s UN ambassador, Vitaly 
Churkin. Well, doesn’t this makes Poroshenko’s statement to Canada’s 
parliament that “this was the last Rubicon that we had to cross” rather 
hollow? 

In fact granting such “special status” is the most catastrophic decision 
a Ukrainian leader has made since Hetman Bohdan Khmelnytsky signed 
the Pereyaslav Treaty in 1654, marking the beginning of Russia’s rapa- 
cious encroachment on Ukraine. 

What it does is sacrifice the interests of the vast majority of the people 
of Ukraine to the whims of a terrorist rump. And it makes the deaths of 
the thousands who died in the struggle with the terrorists, and the mil- 
lions who gave their lives for the country in previous struggles, meaning- 
less. Poroshenko claims that this maintains Ukraine’s independence and 
unity. That is an illusion. 

A much better solution would be to simply let the terrorist rump be- 
come independent and let them and their Russian masters carry the cost 
of reconstruction while the rest of Ukraine consolidates. 

An even better solution would be to accept the de-facto military situa- 
tion on the ground with the current ceasefire without signing any peace 

treaty whatsoever, thus avoiding diplomatic recognition. Given that the 
West is not providing any significant aid, while Russia will only continue 
to send more weapons and troops into battle, Ukraine has little choice. 

That is what has happened with Russian puppet states like Abkhazia, 
South Ossetia and Transdnistria. Even more significant, that has been the 
reality in Korea for the last 61 years. No peace treaty was ever signed 
to end the Korean War in 1953. Instead a demilitarized zone was set up 
along the armistice line which existed at the time of the ceasefire and 

South Korea managed to evolve into the prosperous democratic state it is 
today, while North Korea sank into its Stalinist abyss. 

Rutgers University Professor Alexander J. Moty] has a very interesting 
idea (which he actually attributes to Poroshenko) of building a defensive 
wall along Ukraine’s border with Russia and the terrorist enclave. Pro- 
tected from further “incursions” the rest of Ukraine could develop into a 
modern democratic and prosperous European state. And, at some point in 
the future the lost territories may wish to return. (See opposite page) 

Motyl’s concept has considerable merit. Accepting the de-facto loss of 
territory may be a bitter pill to swallow, but it is certainly preferable to 
letting the entire country go down the tubes in order to placate a terrorist 
rump while Putin dictates the peace terms — while maintaining the Ши- 
sion that Ukraine remains independent, united and free. 
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Mr. Harper, it’s time for 
Canada to arm Ukraine 


By Paul Grod, The Globe and Mail, Sep. 17 2014 

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko is in Canada 
today for an official visit. He comes to Canada at a time 
when his own country faces down a revanchist Russia 
that seeks to re-establish its empire. After the illegal 
invasion and annexation of Crimea in March, Rus- 
sian troops have now invaded southeastern Ukraine. 
Western democracies have been unequivocal in their 
condemnation of Vladimir Putin’s aggression, but 
they have thus far been unwilling to take the necessary 
measures to stop him. This has sent Putin a dangerous 
signal — that his behavior, though unwelcome, will be 
tolerated. 

The West must do more. First, strong, comprehen- 
sive sectoral sanctions against the Russian defense, 
energy and financial sectors should be imposed to 
make clear to Mr. Putin that his continued belliger- 
ence and flagrant violation of international law will 
have serious consequences. Second, the West needs to 
provide Ukrainians the means with which to defend 
themselves. Weapons, especially anti-tank systems, 
will give the Ukrainian army the ability to defend its 
territory; military trainers will help Ukraine’s army 
modernize more quickly; and medical trainers will 
help Ukraine’s army minimize casualties. Further- 
more, Canada can counter Russia’s economic black- 
mail by opening up new markets to Ukraine by sign- 
ing a free-trade agreement and further loosening visa 
restrictions. 

Corruption remains a problem Ukraine but to use 
this as an excuse to not provide meaningful assistance, 
however, 15 at best misinformed. Ukraine’s defence 
forces have made significant progress in the seven 
months since the corrupt former president Viktor 
Yanukovych fled the country. Western countries can 
send monitors to ensure that military aid reaches the 
right places. 


The people of Ukraine have shown that they are 
willing to fight bravely against high odds against a 
much larger military power. Ukraine requires the 
material support of the West to win this battle. Poro- 
shenko’s visit provides an important opportunity for 
Canada to continue its leadership role in defending 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. A deci- 
sion by Canada to provide Ukraine with the weapons 
and military trainers it requires is likely to influence 
our allies to do likewise. 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper was right when he 
stated “We may not be Ukraine’s most powerful friend 
but we will always be its most certain. [...]What we 
say to the Ukrainian people, we say remember that 
during your struggle for peace and freedom, Canada 
is and Canada always will be at your side.” Canada 
has led the international community’s response to 
Russia’s aggression, and public opinion polls have 
shown that an overwhelming majority of Canadians 
support that strong stand, but Russia’s aggression has 
not abated. 

Today’s battle in Ukraine is not just Ukraine’s fight. 
Ukraine gave up, voluntarily, the third-largest nuclear 
arsenal in the world after the collapse of the USSR — 
in exchange the U.S., United Kingdom and Russia, in 
signing the Budapest Memorandum, pledged to pro- 
tect Ukraine’s territorial integrity. Russia has broken 
its promise; the U.S. and U.K. have thus far not ful- 
filled theirs. 

The people of Ukraine are fighting for precisely the 
values upon which Canada was built — democracy, 
freedom and peace. We stand behind Harper’s prin- 
cipled foreign policy position on Ukraine and expect 
that all political leaders will voice their support for 
Canada as Ukraine’s most certain friend. 

Paul Grod is President of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress 


Internment lacks a meaningful 
portrayal at CMHR 


An Open Letter 
from Concerned 


15 September 2014 

Mr. Stuart Murray, CEO 

Canadian Museum for Human Rights 
Dear Mr. Murray, 

We, the undersigned, are profoundly dismayed by 

the lack of a meaningful portrayal of Canada’s first 
national internment operations of 1914 to 1920 at the 
Canadian Museum for Human Rights (CMHR). 
We will be asking our affected communities to refrain 
from partaking in the opening ceremonies or any 
subsequent activities at the CMHR until this matter is 
resolved fairly. 

While we welcome the development of a national 
museum outside the capital region, it is regrettable 
that the CMHR’s exhibits were developed without 
sufficient attention being given to key Canadian 
stories. An enlarged photograph and one short film 
clip buried in a documentary film does not, in our 
view, constitute an acceptable treatment of Canada’s 
first national internment operations. 

If your goal is to have a truly inclusive national 
museum then you must reflect the nation’s multicultural 
history. The insignificant attention given to First World 
War era internment operations represents a slight to all 
of the internees, enemy aliens and their descendants, 
including Canadians of Ukrainian, Hungarian, 
Croatian, German, Austrian, Polish, Slovak, Czech, 
Serbian, Slovene, Bulgarian, and other origins. 

Quite recently, the Honourable Jason Kenney, 
commenting on the 100th anniversary of the War 
Measures Act and the start of Canada’s first national 
internment operations observed: “the Government of 
Canada is committed to recognizing and educating 
Canadians about the experiences of those pioneers 
who overcame such heavy burdens. Their experiences 
mark an unfortunate period in our nation’s history. We 
must ensure that they are never forgotten.” 

We fail to understand why the CMHR has largely 
ignored a profoundly Canadian story in a national 
museum dedicated to human rights. 

We, the undersigned, represent many of the affected 
communities and internee descendants, as represented 


Canadians 


by organizations like the Ukrainian Canadian 
Foundation of Taras Shevchenko; Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress; Ukrainian Canadian Civil 
Liberties Association; Canadian-Croatian Chamber of 
Commerce; German-Canadian Congress; Canadian 
Polish Congress; and Internee Descendants among 
others. 

We are making our views publicly known, and 
in advance of the CMHR’s opening, so there is no 
confusion: the CMHR does not enjoy the endorsement 
or support of our communities. Furthermore, we do 
not believe that the limited consultations held with 
stakeholder communities about the contents of this 
museum were given serious attention. 

Yours truly, 
Andrew Hladyshevsky, President of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko 
Olya Grod, Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
Roman Zakaluzny, 
Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Association 
Borys Sydoruk, 
Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Foundation 
John Marion, President, 
Canadian-Croatian Chamber of Commerce 
Ludwik Klimkowski, Canadian Polish Congress 
Sima Aprahamian, Armenian Community 
Suleyman Guven, Kurdish/ Alevi Community 
Antony Bergmeier, 
German-Canadian Congress, National President 
Diane Dragasevich, 
Serbian National Shield Society of Canada 
Marsha Skrypuch, Internee Descendant 
Christopher Adam, Editor-in-chief, Kanadai Magyar 
Hirlap (Canadian Hungarian Journal) 
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Ukraine to wall out Putin, literally 


By Alexander J. Motyl 

(Ukraine’s Orange Blues)—Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko announced on Sept. 10 that he intends to build 
an extensive set of fortifications along Ukraine’s frontier 
with Russia and the Russian-occupied enclave of the Don- 
bas. Called “The Wall,” the defensive line would consist of a 
ditch, a “‘no-man’s land,” an actual wall, and watch towers. 

Although the name brings to mind the Berlin Wall, Poro- 
shenko actually compared Ukraine’s planned fortifications to 
the Mannerheim Line, the Finnish defense against the Soviet 
Union, clearly suggesting that he sees today’s Ukraine as 
interwar Finland and Putin’s Russia as Stalin’s USSR. That 
reference alone underscores just how profoundly Putin’s ag- 
gression against Ukraine has changed Ukrainian attitudes to 
Russia. The formerly big and intrusive strategic partner has 
become a mortal enemy akin to the Soviet empire under its 
genocidal dictator, Stalin. 

More important than the symbolism is the fact that The 
Wall is an excellent idea with significant implications. It’s 
high time for Ukraine to do the only sensible thing it can 
do vis-a-vis its far stronger, imperialist neighbor: switch 
from offense to defense and build up a defensive capacity 
that would deter Putin even in his wildest dreams from em- 
barking on a further aggression. It’s important to realize that 
Ulzaine will never be stronger than Russia militarily. Calls 
for wars of liberation of the Crimea, or the Donbas enclave 
occupied by Putin and his proxies, are just demagogy. 

That being the case, a Ukrainian withdrawal to strategic- 
ally defensible positions is in order. Thereafter, those pos- 
itions must be made sufficiently strong to prevent any Rus- 


sian leader from expanding westward into Ukraine. “Suffi- 
ciently strong” means that the costs in terms of Russian sol- 
diers’ lives would be high enough for Putin or his successor 
to think twice about an invasion. Were Putin determined to 
throw the entire Russian army against Ukraine and send tens 
of thousands of Russian soldiers to their deaths, no Manner- 
heim Line could stop him. The underlying logic behind any 
defensive line is thus that all leaders, even those that seem 
irrational, have some sense of the costs of Pyrrhic victories. 

A ditch, а no-man’s-land, a wall, and watch towers may keep 
out small numbers of aggressors, but deterring a massive land 
attack by tanks, aircraft, and infantry will obviously require 
that Ukraine supplement the line with the requisite armaments. 
It’s clear that, among other things, armaments will need to in- 
clude anti-tank missiles and limited-range surface-to-air mis- 
siles. Neither weapon could be construed by Russia as being 
offensive; both would inflict enormous damage on attacking 
Russian tanks and planes. Poroshenko would be well advised 
to collect a group of Western defense experts to advise Ukraine 
on just which armaments it does and does not need in order to 
fortify The Wall. And the sooner, the better. 

The Wall has important political implications. By cutting 
itself off from Russia and the Donbas enclave controlled 
by Putin and his proxies, Ukraine will effectively be freez- 
ing the conflict and declaring that the enclave is Russia’s 
responsibility. Naturally, the Kyiv government will insist 
otherwise. But don’t be fooled by declarations of implacable 
determination to win back lost territory. A wall will keep the 
Russians out of Ukraine, but it will also keep Ukraine out of 
the Donbas enclave. 


A frozen conflict will actually be to Ukraine’s benefit. The 
enclave, which is where much of the region’s population and 
industry were concentrated, is in ruins. Hundreds of thousands 
of middle-class professionals have fled and will not return. 
Industry is shrinking. Infrastructure has collapsed. All these 
negative tendencies will accelerate, as Putin’s terrorist prox- 
ies, remnants of the (formerly ruling) Party of Regions and 
the Communist Party, the Kremlin, the Donbas oligarch Rinat 
Akhmetovy, and the Russian Orthodox Church duke it out over 
influence. In a word, the Donbas enclave is finished, and, as 
deindustrialization continues, depopulation will proceed apace. 
Whoever inherits the mess caused by Putin and his proxies will 
have a ball and chain on his leg. Fortunately for Ukraine, it 
doesn’t—and in all likelihood will not anytime soon—control 
the enclave. Rightly or wrongly, justly or unjustly, legally or 
illegally, the burden of control, and the burden of governance, 
will fall on Putin. Bully for him. The day is not far off when 
the economic disaster that is the Crimea and the Donbas will 
burden Putin, and he will be hard-pressed to claim that his im- 
perialism has served Russia well. 

So, sure, let Kyiv proclaim that it will never ever give up its 
sovereign territories. But then let Kyiv build The Wall, beef up 
its defenses, and get down to the business of fixing the country. 
Kyiv has time on its side. As I’ve frequently suggested, Putin’s 
fascist regime is doomed. Let it choke on the Donbas and the 
Crimea. Let it degenerate into an exclusively repressive re- 
gime. Let its economy decay thanks to Western sanctions. And 
let it remain isolated from the rest of the world and Ukraine. 
And then, when Russians re-establish a democracy, as one day 
they surely will, The Wall can come down. 


War in Europe is not a hysterical idea 


By Anne Applebaum, 
Washington Post, August 29, 2014 

Over and over again — through- 
out the entirety of my adult life, or 
so it feels — I have been shown 
Polish photographs from _ the 
beautiful summer of 1939: The 
children playing in the sunshine, 
the fashionable women on Krakow 
streets. I have even seen a picture 
of a family wedding that took place 
in June 1939, in the garden of a Pol- 
ish country house I now own. All 
of these pictures convey a sense of 
doom, for we know what happened 
next. September 1939 brought in- 
vasion from both east and west, 
occupation, chaos, destruction, 
genocide. Most of the people who 
attended that June wedding were 
soon dead or in exile. None of them 
ever returned to the house. 

In retrospect, all of them now 
look naive. Instead of celebrat- 
ing weddings, they should have 
dropped everything, mobilized, 
prepared for total war while it was 
still possible. And now I have to 
ask: Should Ukrainians, in the sum- 
mer of 2014, do the same? Should 
central Europeans join them? 

I realize that this question sounds 
hysterical, and foolishly apocalyp- 
tic, to U.S. or Western European 
readers. But hear me out, if only 
because this is a conversation 
many people in the eastern half of 
Europe are having right now. In 
the past few days, Russian troops 
bearing the flag of a previously 
unknown country, Novorossiya, 
have marched across the border of 
southeastern Ukraine. The Russian 
Academy of Sciences recently an- 
nounced it will publish a history 
of Novorossiya this autumn, pre- 


sumably tracing its origins back to 
Catherine the Great. Various maps 
of Novorossiya are said to be cir- 
culating in Moscow. Some include 
Kharkiv and Dnipropetrovsk, cit- 
ies that are still hundreds of miles 
away from the fighting. Some place 
Novorossiya along the coast, so 
that it connects Russia to Crimea 
and eventually to Transnistria, the 
Russian-occupied province of Mol- 
dova. Even if it starts out as an un- 
recognized rump state — Abkhazia 
and South Ossetia, “states” that 
Russia carved out of Georgia, are 
the models here — Novorossiya 
can grow larger over time. 

Russian soldiers will have to cre- 
ate this state — how many of them 
depends upon how hard Ukraine 
fights, and who helps them — but 
eventually Russia will need more 
than soldiers to hold this territory. 
Novorossiya will not be stable as 
long as it is inhabited by Ukrain- 
іап5 who want it to stay Ukrain- 
ian. There is a familiar solution to 
this, too. A few days ago, Alexan- 
der Dugin, an extreme nationalist 
whose views have helped shape 
those of the Russian president, 
issued an extraordinary statement. 
“Ukraine must be cleansed of 
idiots,” he wrote — and then called 
for the “genocide” of the “race of 
bastards.” 

But Novorossiya will also be 
hard to sustain if it has opponents 
in the West. Possible solutions to 
that problem are also under dis- 
cussion. Not long ago, Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky — the Russian mem- 
ber of parliament and court jester 
who sometimes says things that 
those in power cannot — argued on 
television that Russia should use 


nuclear weapons to bomb Poland 
and the Baltic countries — “dwarf 
states,” he called them — and 
show the West who really holds 
power in Europe: “Nothing threat- 
ens America, it’s far away. But 
Eastern European countries will 
place themselves under the threat 
of total annihilation,” he declared. 
Vladimir Putin indulges these com- 
ments: Zhirinovsky’s statements 
are not official policy, the Russian 
president says, but he always “gets 
the party going.” 

A far more serious person, the 
dissident Russian analyst Andrei 
Piontkovsky, has recently pub- 
lished an article arguing, along 
lines that echo Zhirinovsky’s 
threats, that Putin really is weigh- 
ing the possibility of limited nucle- 
ar strikes — perhaps against one of 
the Baltic capitals, perhaps a Polish 
city — to prove that NATO is a hol- 
low, meaningless entity that won’t 
dare strike back for fear of a great- 
er catastrophe. Indeed, in military 
exercises in 2009 and 2013, the 
Russian army openly “practiced” a 
nuclear attack on Warsaw. 

Is all of this nothing more than 
the raving of lunatics? Maybe. And 
maybe Putin is too weak to do any 
of this, and maybe it’s just scare 
tactics, and maybe his oligarchs 
will stop him. But “Mein Kampf” 
also seemed hysterical to Western 
and German audiences in 1933. 
Stalin’s orders to “liquidate” whole 
classes and social groups within the 
Soviet Union would have seemed 
equally insane to us at the time, if 
we had been able to hear them. 

But Stalin kept to his word and 
carried out the threats, not because 
he was crazy but because he fol- 


Defense minister says Kyiv receiving weapons 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Defense 
Minister Valeriy Heletey says that 
unnamed NATO member countries 
are delivering weapons to Kyiv to 
fight pro-Russian separatists. 

Heletey said at a news conference 
in Kyiv on September 14 that he dis- 
cussed weapons needs with NATO 


defense ministers at the alliance’s 
summit in Wales on September 4-5. 

NATO officials have said the 
organization will not send “lethal 
assistance” to Ukraine, although 
member states may do so. 

Heletey said the weapons are 
needed to “stop” Russian President 


Vladimir Putin. 

Ukraine and Western countries 
accuse Russia of sending troops 
and equipment to the insurgents in 
eastern Ukraine. 

Russia denies the charges. 

Heletey would not say who is 
providing Ukraine with weapons. 


lowed his own logic to its ultim- 
ate conclusions with such intense 
dedication — and because nobody 
stopped him. Right now, nobody is 
able to stop Putin, either. So is it 


з 


hysterical to prepare for total war? 


- Or is it naive пої to do so? 


Anne Applebaum is the Director of 
the Global Transitions Program at 
the Legatum Institute in London. 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


A LEGACY OF HOPE 


Thirty-four years ago, on April 12, 1980, 21-year-old Terry Fox 
started out on his “Marathon of Hope” —a cross-Canada run to raise 
awareness and money for cancer research. A cancer survivor himself, 
the amputee runner was keenly aware of the need for more in the 


battle against the disease. 


Terry was forced to abandon his trek when the cancer returned, 
having run well over 140 days and 5,000 kilometres from St. John’s, 
Newfoundland to Thunder Bay, Ontario. 

[have a particular memory of Terry Fox. In 1980, my wife Lor- 
raine, daughter Corinna and I were travelling by car from Edmonton | 
to Toronto, and passed Terry on the northern Ontario highway. Shortly 
after we passed, my cousin Janet’s husband, a doctor in Thunder 
Bay, was called out to examine him. It was he who confirmed that 
the cancer had returned and the run was over. At the time his wife, 
my cousin, in Thunder Bay was also in cancer’s insidious grasp and 


later succumbed. 


A telethon held after Terry was forced to abandon his run raised 
$10 million for cancer research. Before his June 1981 death, dona- 
tions had passed the $23 million target. The first Terry Fox Run, in 
September 1981, was held as a memorial. In the years since, thou- 
sands have participated across Canada and around the world, raising 
almost $500 million for cancer research, bringing Terry’s dream of 


a cure for cancer closer. 


Terry had that Canadian spirit of perseverance, of determination and 
dedication that is a mark of many successful people in this country. 
Canadians dream big, aim for lofty goals and work hard to achieve 


them. 


Terry Fox showed that what sometimes seems impossible can be 
achieved with determination and effort. A monument of Terry on 
Parliament Hill attests to his courage and is an inspiration to us all. 


What do you think? 


(780) 495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 
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enjoyed a lively program of song and dance 
as perennial local favourites Desna Ukrain- 
ian Dance Company, DoVira jazz group, 
Oshawa’s Colors Duo and Mosaic Duo were 
joined by Calgary’s Suzirya Dancers and 
Montréal’s Zvook band on the Northland 
Power Festival Stage. Edmonton’s renowned 
Ukrainian Shumka Dancers made their first 
highly anticipated appearance at the Festi- 
val, treating the packed street of viewers to 
a taste of what was to come throughout the 
weekend. 

Violin virtuoso Vasyl Popadiuk then took 
over, joining forces with the band Rock-H 
from Ukraine for a lengthy set that had the 
audience cheering. The evening’s perform- 
ances were anchored by MC Marta Czurylo- 
wicz of KONTAKT and the Sun News 
Network. Audience members then danced 
until midnight at the street zabava featuring 
Montréal band Zyook, while many others 
chose to attend the Festival After-Party at a 
nearby venue, featuring Festival headlining 
band TIK from Ukraine as well as Toronto’s 
Hudi a Моспі band. 

Elsewhere, visitors enjoyed a full program 
of performances on the smaller “Teach Me to 
Dance” Stage, shopped at the many vendor 
kiosks and the sidewalk sale offerings of 
local businesses, tried out the midway at- 
tractions, and explored the pavilions of the 
Ukrainian Jewish Encounter, KONTAKT 
Ukrainian Television Network, the Shev- 
chenko Foundation, CUPE Local 79, the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC), the 
Canadian First World War Internment Rec- 
ognition Fund, the Ukrainian National Fed- 
eration, the Ukrainian Association of Visual 
Artists of Canada, and a pavilion highlighting 
tourism to various areas of Ukraine. Nearby, 
as part of the Festival, award-winning inves- 


tigative journalist and author Victor Malarek 
launched his latest book, a work of fiction 
entitled Orphanage 41. 

Saturday morning’s light rain didn’t 
dampen spirits, as crowds gathered along 
Bloor Street West for the popular Festival 
parade, led by 2014 Festival Marshal Paul 
Grod, president of the UCC, who rode in an 
open vintage car with his children. The pa- 
rade featured more than 70 entries including 
marching bands, a Veterans’ colour guard, 
floats, historically-garbed re-enactors, and 
some 2,000 participants from a wide array 
of associations, businesses, political associa- 
tions and performing ensembles. The award 
for Best Non-Commercial Parade Entry was 
presented to the Canadian Lemko Associa- 
tion, while Turner and Porter Funeral Dir- 
ectors earned the Best Commercial Parade 
Entry award. Honourable mention went to 
the Yavir Dance Group. 

Following the parade, politicians from all 
levels of Canadian government gathered on- 
stage for the Opening Ceremonies with John 
Turner, former Prime Minister of Canada, 
and Senator Raynell Andreychuk, as well as 
Liudmyla Davydovych, Consul of Ukraine 
to Canada, leaders of the Ukrainian com- 
munity, major Festival sponsors, and past 
Festival Marshals. Canadian and Ukrain- 
ian national anthems were played by the 
Baturyn Concert Marching Band under the 
baton of Petrusia Chornopyski. 

Bernard Trottier, MP for Etobicoke-Lake- 
shore, brought greetings on behalf of the 
Government of Canada, while Ted Opitz, MP 
for Etobicoke Centre, representing the Shel- 
ley Glover, Minister of Canadian Heritage 
and Official Languages, announced a sub- 
stantial grant for the Festival. Yvan Baker, 
MPP for Etobicoke Centre, brought greet- 
ings on behalf of Premier Kathleen Wynne. 


Poroshenko thanks Canada 
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providing them with operators, intelligence 
and flight data is wrong. Those who were 
equipped, trained and financed by Russia 
executed a terrorist attack shooting down a 
civilian MH17 flight killing 298 innocent 
lives of nationals of Netherlands, Malay- 
sia, Australia and others. One Canadian was 
killed as well,” he said during a speech for 
which he was given thunderous applause and 
numerous standing ovations. 

Poroshenko also asked for increased 
cooperation in the spheres of energy, trade, 
investments, information and air-space tech- 
nologies. 

“In cooperation with Canada we hope to 
accomplish an ambitious project of consoli- 
dating Ukraine’s informational space. By 
launching the telecommunication satellite 
built by Canadian company MDA we will be 
finally able to provide all our regions with 
reliable and trustworthy information as well 
as to export telecommunication services. 

“There should be more projects like this. 

“I hope that both negotiating teams trans- 
lated our firm signal, Prime Minister’s and 
mine, and next time we see each other, we 
will have Ukraine-Canada Free Trade Agree- 
ment ready to sign,” he said 

Poroshenko described the Association 
agreement that was ratified by the Ukrainian 
parliament the previous day as “the last ‘good- 
bye’ from Ukraine to the Soviet Union.” 

“It was the last Rubicon that we had to 
cross. We will never return to our awful past. 
I am confident that our values, our freedom, 

our democracy, our European future and 
prospects of participation in various inter- 
national organizations can be achieved. For 
Ukrainians passed one of the most difficult 
tests. We paid the highest price for the desire 
to be a European country. That’s why we will 
defend our independence and freedom. We 
want to become a fully-fledged member of 
the EU,” he noted 

Meanwhile, The Globe and Mail reported 
that a source familiar with the conversation 
between Ukraine and Canada said Kyiv is 
asking Ottawa for help in the surveillance of 
regions that border Russia. 

“Ukraine can’t see where the Russian 


forces are, so that’s what they’re asking for, 
that type of satellite information,” the source 
said. This monitoring could be conducted by 
drones, but Kyiv’s request is centred on sat- 
ellites for now. 

Poroshenko alluded to this request in a TV 
interview where he mentioned Kyiv’s need for 
“sophisticated and state of the art” assistance 
to help Ukraine “be stronger” defensively. 

“Look, I don’t go deeply into the details, 
but ... we can speak about [sharing] ... re- 
connaissance and intelligence information — 
that can be possible,” he told CBC’s Power 
and Politics. 

The Ukrainian President said he is also 
seeking petroleum from Canada to help 
Kyiv reduce its dependence on Russian sup- 
plies. It’s likely years before Canada is able 
to export significant quantities of liquefied 
natural gas, but Poroshenko told CBC he’d 
like Canadian expertise on nuclear power as 
well, reported The Globe and Mail. 

Earlier that day Canadian Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper announced two new two 
new measures that will promote economic 
and social development in Ukraine: 

¢ Canada and Ukraine have reached an 
agreement on the provision of Canada’s 
$200 million loan to Ukraine to promote 
economic and financial sector reforms in the 
country; and, 

¢ $3 million in additional humanitarian as- 
sistance is being provided to Ukraine to as- 
sist the estimated 3.9 million people living 
in areas affected by violence, as well as the 
nearly 200,000 individuals registered as in- 
ternally displaced throughout Ukraine. 
During their meeting, the two leaders 
discussed the steps required to restore terri- 
torial integrity in Ukraine and to ensure the 
country’s sovereignty in light of the Putin 
regime’s illegal occupation of the Crimean 
Peninsula and its military aggression in East- 
ern Ukraine. They also took the opportunity 
to discuss the peace plan announced between 
Ukraine, Russia and pro-Russian separa- 
tists on Sept. 5. The leaders also discussed 
progress on the Canada-Ukraine free trade 
negotiations and directed officials to accel- 
erate their work. 
See also page 20 
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Edmonton East MP Peter Goldring used 
the occasion to call for increased support for 
Ukraine in its struggle with pro-Russian ter- 
rorists. 

"І cannot speak for the government, but 
I will speak for myself... where is NATO? 
NATO is supposed to be protecting the main- 
land of Europe. And where is NATO?” stated 
the Conservative MP. 

UCC President Grod, who is ranked 
among the top 80 most influential people in 
Canadian foreign policy, was introduced as 
the 2014 Festival Marshal and after his stir- 
ring remarks, was joined by past Festival 
Marshals Turner, Andreychuk, and Malarek, 
to cut the red ribbon, thereby officially open- 
ing the 18th annual Bloor West Village To- 
ronto Ukrainian Festival. 

Away from the stage, historic and modern 
culture were in the spotlight as the Festival 
showcased the Central Dnipro Region of 
Ukraine. As an emotional and provocative 
tribute to those who stood and continue to 
stand for freedom and democracy in Ukraine, 
the Festival partnered with the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress - Toronto Branch and the 
Euromaidan Committee - Toronto to create 
“A Journey through Maidan,” a recreation 
of the streetscape of the Maidan (Independ- 
ence Square) in Kyiv. This interactive ex- 
hibit allowed Festival-goers to experience 
a medical aid tent, a kitchen tent, a story- 
telling area, the “Free University of Maidan” 
complete with lectures, a wall-of-poppies 
memorial to the “Nebesna Sotnia (Heavenly 
Hundred)” heroes, the famous blue and yel- 
low piano, a discussion/lecture area, and an 
area where children could write letters and 
draw pictures. Photos of actual Maidan ac- 
tivity were displayed throughout, while a 
monitor screened short films of the recent 
civil protest made by the cinema collective 
Babylon "13, whose filmmakers were in at- 
tendance. The centrepiece of the recreation 
was the “yolka” — the Christmas-tree-shaped 
structure that became one of the media sym- 
bols of the Euromaidan movement. 

The Ukrainian Museum of Canada-On- 
tario Branch once again created and hosted 
the elegant Ukraine Pavilion, exhibiting an- 
tique costumes, handcrafts, ceramics, books 
and other treasures from the Central Dni- 
pro Region, which includes the capital city, 
Kyiv. 

Art-lovers were treated to two exhibitions 
throughout the weekend. The first, housed 
in the Gallery of the Runnymede Public Li- 
brary at the east edge of the Festival, was 
titled “From Ukraine with Music: Images of 
Ukrainian Musicians on Stage in Canada” 
by photographer Orest Dorosh. The second 
was a collection of mixed media works by 
the Ukrainian Association of Visual Artists 
of Canada. 

On Saturday, film fans crowded into 
the Runnymede Public Library screening 
room where they were able to take in two 
offerings: Folk, a 73-minute documentary 
by director Roxy Toporowych, about the 
unique, underground and acrobatic world 
of Ukrainian folk dancing, and The Winter 
that Changed Us, a 45-minute film by direc- 
tors Julia Gontaruk and Roman Ljubyj that 
documents the social resistance and revolu- 
tion in Ukraine in 2014 with searing images 
and eyewitness interviews recorded by the 
artistic collective Babylon’13. Cinematog- 
rapher brothers Andrew and Phillip Rojen of 
Ukraine were in attendance to introduce the 
film and to answer questions afterwards. 

Back at the Northland Power Festival 
Stage, renamed this year in honour of the 
longstanding, generous financial support 
of the Temerty Family and their company 
Northland Power, some of North America’s 
finest performers were keeping the crowds 
enthralled, with long-time Festival MC 
Borys Sirskyj of Ottawa at the helm. Per- 
formers included vocalist Yana Bilyk, the 


Chervoni Maky Trio, the Gerdan Ensemble 
from Washington, the Kalyna Dance Ensem- 
ble from Hamilton, the Lira Trio, Rosa (The 
Dew) from Montréal, the Suzirya Dancers 
from Calgary, the Ukraina School of Arts, the 
Vesnianka Dancers, and Edmonton’s power- 
house duo: the Ukrainian Shumka Dancers 
and the Viter Choir, who not only captivated 
the audience on stage but also busked among 
the crowds on the Festival grounds. 

Later in the afternoon, MC Justine Lew- 
kowicz of Newstalk 1010 radio welcomed 
the Dzvin Choir of Philadelphia, the Hloptsi 
z Mista band, New York’s Hrim band, re- 
nowned bandurist and vocalist Victor Misha- 
low, young bandurist Borys Ostapienko, the 
Suzirya Dancers, the Ukraina School of 
Dance, Zoloti Struny bandurist ensemble, 
and perennial Festival favourites the Zubriv- 
ka Folk Band, who also drew large crowds 
of Festival-goers when they busked on the 
street. 

Sirskyj returned to MC the Saturday even- 
ing show, which also saw the return of Shu- 
mka with their enchanting “Harvest Angels” 
dance, as well as Festival darlings Barvinok 
Ukrainian Dance School, the Gerdan En- 
semble of Washington, Troista Muzika 
featuring Orest Sushko on tsymbaly (ham- 
mer dulcimer), the Suzirya Dancers, and 
Viter Choir. Shumka closed the show with 
a “Hopak” that earned a standing ovation 
and brought tears of amazement to the eyes 
of both dancers and audience, including the 
Festival’s veteran Entertainment Manager, 
Ivanka Podilchak. 

After a brief sound check, TIK, the even- 

ing’s headlining band from Vinnytsia, 
Ukraine, got the audience rocking and kept 
them that way for the next 90 minutes. TIK, 
a folk-rock band with influences of ska 
and shanson, a solid downbeat and a play- 
ful stage presence, did not disappoint. The 
performance of TIK was made possible by a 
generous grant from Celebrate Ontario and 
through the sponsorship of Ukrainian Credit 
Union Limited. The Celebrate Ontario grant 
also allowed the Festival to present some of 
North America’s most popular performing 
groups, including Shumka, Gerdan, Hrim, 
Vasyl Popadiuk, Suzirya and Zvook. 
After the performance by TIK, the New 
York band Hrim played for another street 
zabava, while nearby, TIK, Rock-H, Skopa 
and Vasyl Popadiuk performed at the After- 
Party, eventually joined by Hrim. 

On Sunday, September 14, the Festival 
opened its third day with the annual Ecu- 
menical Church Service on the Northland 
Power stage, featuring the ministers and pas- 
tors of churches in the Festival’s neighbour- 
hood. The Boyan Choir of Toronto partici- 
pated by singing hymns. After the service, 
the performance stages were once again the 
setting for more fine talent. The youth pro- 
gram featured an array of young performers, 
both solo and group, followed by perform- 
ances by Barvinok, DoVira, Gerdan, violin- 
ist Stephanie Hutka, Shumka, Suzirya, Viter 
and the Yavir Dancers. Film-maker and actor 
Ryan Boyko handled the MCing duties. 

Jason Kenney, Canada’s Minister of Em- 
ployment and Social Development and Min- 
ister for Multiculturalism, joined Jurij Klufas 
and Paul Grod on stage for the Closing Cere- 
monies. Minister Kenney, who was wearing 
the embroidered sorochka (shirt) that was 
presented to him at last year’s Festival, was 
made an Honorary Member of the Festival 
Committee and presented with a volunteer 
tee-shirt. He then stayed on to enjoy the 
traditional Festival finalé — the double-tier 
Hopak performed by the Barvinok Ukrain- 
ian School of Dance, who took to the stage 
and the ground level below in a dizzying dis- 
play of artistry and colour, topped off with 
an explosion of blue and yellow streamers 
shot from the stage. 

Cont. on P. 12 


PHOTOS ON OPPOSITE PAGE — MARCO LEVYTSKY 
Counter-clockwise from top: Jason Kenney, Minister of Employment and Social Development 
joins Festival organizers and Mississauga’s Barvinok Dancers for the Closing Ceremony; 
Edmonton’s Viter Choir; Toronto School of Boyovyi Hopak; Festival visitor protects herself 
and her Chihuahua from the rain; 2014 Parade Marshall UCC President Paul Grod cuts 
the ribbon for the opening, assisted by past Parade Marshalls former Prime Minister John 
Turner, Journalist Victor Malarek and Senator Raynell Andreychuk 


Ukrainian Меу/5/Українські вісті, Sept. 25 - Oct. 8, 25 вересня - 8 жовтня, 


ЛОВ стнесооівийнимо, і 


жу ка 


"SIL 


By На 


3 


oy 


Sad Je 


2014 


wh 


KONTAKT Ukrainian TV an 
Canadian Heritage 
Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport 
Northland Power 
AV-Canada 
Ukrainian Credit Union Limited 
OMNI 
Caravan Logistics 
Shevchenko Foundation 
Cardinal Funeral Homes 
Horodynsky Farms 
The Daniels Corporation 
Scotiabank 
CUPE Local 79 
Pizza Pizza 
Toronto Star 
Supreme Pierogies 
Classical 96.3 FM and AM 740 
Ontario Yours to Discover 
Rodan Energy Solutions 
Dock Edge 
Petro Jacyk Educational Foundation 
с. Huculak, Friend of ТІК 
Turner & Porter Funeral Directors 
Baka Gallery Café 
Cholkan + Stepczuk LLP, Chartered Accountants 
Ukrainian National Federation Toronto and 
West Toronto Branches 
Topper Linen and Uniform Service 
Bloom Restaurant 
Bohdan L. Pahuta, Chartered Professional Accountant 
Quality Suites 
Нгусупа Pothemont, Barristers and Solicitors 
The New Pathway Ukrainian Weekly 
Meest Ukrainian Weekly 
Old Mill Toronto 
TABIA 
Special thanks to the Bloor West Village BIA 
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Festivals, by their nature, are lighthearted 
events, but this year, with eyes and hearts fo- 
cused on Ukraine, the Bloor West Village To- 
ronto Ukrainian Festival became much more 
than just a cultural party. This year, the Fes- 
tival allowed those who are active members 
of their Ukrainian communities to reaffirm 
their pride in their heritage and to solidify 
old friendships. It allowed visitors with only 
a passing connection to their Ukrainian roots 
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to discover their heritage and connect to a 
larger community. And most importantly, it 
gave visitors of other cultural backgrounds 
the important opportunity to learn more 
about the country that has been at the fore- 
front of media coverage around the world 
— the opportunity to be moved by traditional 
songs and dances, to hear the language, to 
learn the history, to experience the Maidan re- 
creation, to examine the intricate needlework 
on a sorochka embroidered 100 years ago by a 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2014, 7 PM 
NORTHERN ALBERTA JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, EDMONTON 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2014, 3:00 PM 
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2014, 1:00 PM 


RE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS, NORTH BATTLEFORD 


woman with only candlelight to guide her tired 
fingers, to interact with fiercely proud Ukrain- 
ians from around the world and to understand 
what is at stake. 

The Festival is truly grateful to its mvalu- 
able 2014 sponsors: KONTAKT Ukrainian 
Television Network; Canadian Heritage; On- 
tario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport; 

AV-Canada; Ukrainian 
Credit Union Limited; OMNI; Caravan 
Logistics; Ukrainian Canadian Founda- 
tion of Taras Shevchenko; Cardinal Funeral 
Homes; Horodynsky Farms; The Daniels 
Corporation; Scotiabank; CUPE Local 79; 
Pizza Pizza; Supreme Pierogies; Toronto 
Star; Classical 96.3 FM; AM 740; Rodan 
Energy Solutions; Dock Edge; Petro Jacyk 
Educational Foundation; G. Huculak, Friend 


of TIK; Ontario Yours to Discover; Turner 
and Porter Funeral Directors; Baka Gallery 
Café; Cholkan + Stepezuk LLP, Chartered 
Accountants; Quality Suites; Ukrainian 
National Federation Toronto and West To- 
ronto Branches; Topper Linen and Uniform 
Service; Bohdan L. Pahuta, Chartered Pro- 
fessional Accountant; Bloom Restaurant; 
Hrycyna Pothemont, Barristers and Solici- 
tors; The New Pathway Ukrainian Weekly; 
Meest Ukrainian Weekly; Old Mill Toronto, 
and TABIA, and extends special thanks to 
the Bloor West Village BIA. 

The 18th annual Bloor West Village To- 
ronto Ukrainian Festival attracted what many 
estimated to be one of the largest crowds in 
its history, and left everyone looking forward 
to gathering again next year. 
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- Toronto's Zubrivka Folk Band perform as street buskers. 
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: Russians close 
down UkeTube 


1,600 Ukrainian videos lost 


(UkrNews)—Russians have succeeded in closing down a popular 
Ukrainian Canadian internet video site destroying with it an archive of 
1600 videos of Ukrainian and Ukrainian Canadian community life. 
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Sept. 23, UkeTube founder William Szuch sent the following e-mail 
message to his subscribers and supporters: 

“Yesterday I returned from a taping session with Borys Wrzesnewskyj 
who shared his thoughts on Poroshenko in Ottawa, Washington, and the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine. І was about upload the first video only to 
discover UkeTube was “terminated due to multiple third-party claims of 
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6 й 5 РР зл ; : pparently UkeTube was shut down because I posted videos o 

ан лан зо 5 Black Ribbon Day with Rev. Roman Lahola (sitting far right) with other Russian colic abusive leeatan coldiersl АНІМЕ eters 

i copyright to these videos, I simply observed the popular and ubiquitous 

9 k “fair use” policy on content. The complaints surround: 

Kenney attends Montre al 9 Blac “(a) Russian soldier abuses Ukrainian prisoner, takers prayer book 

“(b) Russian soldiers deny aid to dying Ukrainian soldier 

ГІ Ф “I downloaded these clips from odnoklassniki, Vk where they were 

Rib b O n D ay С о m m e m о r atio n originally uploaded and shared as war trophy videos for Russian audiences. 
I added them to UkeTube believing these disturbing images should be 

. . -. (|тергосез5ед for an English audience, e.g. English titles, descriptions, 

(UCC-Montreal)—The Ukrainian Canadian Con- tens of millions that died because of communist vio- | tags, etc. before they were deleted from the original source (they were). 

gress, Montreal branch joined other East European com- lence and persecution and called upon honoring the | Іі worked: the clip “Russian soldier abuses Ukrainian prisoner, takers 

munities in Montreal in a moving ecumenical ceremony memory of the brave patriots that gave their lives for) prayer book” received nearly 50,000 views in just a few days. 

to mark the 75th anniversary of Black Ribbon Day. The the freedom of their lands. He referred to the book The ||| “UkeTube was in touch with evidence collectors in Ukraine working 

commemoration recalled the signing of the infamous Black Deed of Communism, which exposed the brutal | with authorities to identify participants in the videos. The clips have since 

Molotoy-Ribbentrop, Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact crimes committed by communism. He mentioned | heen removed from odnoklassniki, Vk and YouTube though perhaps they 

on August 23, 1939 between Hitler and Stalin and their how the crimes of Nazism are well known and docu- | turk on peer networks and may pop up again. UkeTube, unfortunately, is 

regimes. Attended by over 100 participants, the com- mented, but as yet the crimes of communism have still | а casualty for posting and sharing this content publicly. 

memoration was held on August 23 at the Our Lady of avoided the depth of public recognition. “We have an] | «Оуег 1,600 original Ukrainian videos taped and posted since 2006 

the Gate of Dawn Lithuanian Church. obligation”, he stated, “to remember today the mil-) are now gone. I’m trying to find a contact at YouTube who can restore 

Communities represented at the ecumenical cere- lions of lives lost fighting to secure freedom, against | UkeTube, but I am doubtful. 

mony were the Latvian, Lithuanian, Czech, Hungar- two brutal regimes.” Minister Kenney mentioned that) “Some of the original material (40%?) is backed up on a portable 

ian, Polish and Ukrainian. Each ethno-cultural com- a National Memorial to Victims of Communism is be- | hard drive, most however, is lost including 250 videos on Yanukovych 

munity presented their prayer and national anthem ing built near Ottawa’s Parliament Hill. It will honor | and Euromaidan. Gone too are Shevchenko Scientific Society lectures 
in their respective language, preceded by remarks by the victims, their families and descendants who live їп | оп Ukrainian history, literature, Ukrainian language, the Holodomor, 
their community’s representative about the impact of Canada book launches, round table discussions, Patriarch Filaret’s visit to 
the brutal occupations on their country’s population. Representing the Ukrainian community of Мопі- | Canada, Russian ambassador speaking at the Empire Club, Shevchenko 

Many references were made 10 the current invasion by real was Rev. Father Roman Lahola who delivered the | monument unveiling in Ottawa, Ukr embassy, dozens of BRUOC videos, 

Russia in Eastern Ukraine. prayer in Ukrainian. In his remarks Rey. Lahola stat- | пої to mention all of the music videos/interviews of Tut i Tam, Zrada, 

Opening remarks were given by Silvija Staskevi- ed, “We gather today, representatives of Central and] Kjooch, Zirka, Millenia, Skopa, Nadia Kobelak, Zubrivka, Kavalery, 

cius, president of the Lithuanian Canadian Commun- Eastern European communities, united by a common | Hrim, Hudi a Mocni, Ephyra, Zapovid, Sashko Lirnyk, Scythian, Skopa, 

ity of Montreal. She stated, “The secret protocols (of need to remember and to pray for all those who have | Brian Cherwick, Kozak System, Mandry, Ногрупа, Haydamaky and of 
the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact) resulted in annexations, been victims of tyranny under Communist and Малі | course Ron Cahute/Ihor Baczynskyj, MegaZabava, Vesnianka, Desna, 
sovietisation, deportations, massacres and genocide regimes ... With one voice we reaffirm our ongoing | іс. 

on a scale never before seen in human history. We commitment to condemn all forms of crimes against] “The list is actually much longer and more extensive. 

all lost family members to famine, deportations and humanity to condemn those who assault democracy “Typically I’d have saved all material to a portable drive but I couldn’t 

exile.” She mentioned, “The Day of Remembrance and Human Rights and to oppose those who suppress | afford a new drive and gave up asking for donations for new equipment. 

has been observed throughout Europe. We are joining national, religious and person freedoms”. To keep the pipes movie I simply deleted content from my PC and carried 
our countrymen holding similar services in Toronto, | The Ukrainian National anthem was sung Бу | оп, For example, I wrote twice to the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 

Vancouver, Edmonton and Ottawa to raise Canadians’ Wolodomyr Mota accompanied by his bandura. Studies for a donation for the 50+ videos on Taras Kuzio (collectively 

awareness of these crimes.” Participation of UCC-Montreal at this year’s Black | they had 50K+ views). CIUS wouldn’t respond. Now, all of Kuzio’s 

Jason Kenney, Minister of Immigration, Citizen- Ribbon Day was organized by president Zorianna | yideo blogs оп Yanukovych and Maidan are gone. CIUS is not too blame, 

ship and Multiculturalism was present at this year’s Hrycenko-Luhova, with Evhen Struminsky, Orysia | put it’s not like I didn’t ask for help. 

Black Ribbon Day commemoration. He spoke of the Кого! and Bohdanna Klecor-Hawryluk. “Last year I submitted a business proposal to UCC’s “Ukrainian 
Dragons” competition to acquire new equipment and even launch 
UkeTube.ty, i.e. a separate site from YouTube that would mitigate risks 

і і і і that UkeTube fell victim to yesterday. Unfortunately, my proposal was 

Yatsenyuk urges no lifting of Russian sanctions] їх Usctere fel vietim і yesterday. Unfortuna 

ce 5 illi i і 219 

(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Prime Minister Arseniy the importance of quickly implementing all 12 points ee arc ee т mabe 
Yatsenyuk has urged countries not to lift sanctions of the о Berea “For now I will continue make myself available to tape and produce 
against Russia until Kyiv regains control of all its | Багіїег in his address to the UN General Assembly, | «445 for Ukrainians here in the GTA (Greater Toronto Area), but those 
territory, including Crimea. U.S. President Barack Obama said Russia’s annexation | |; 429s will have to be posted on your own channel or Web site. 

Addressing the UN General Assembly, Yatsenyuk of Crimea in March harks back to an era “when large || «році be upset that UkeTube is gone and my work wasted, but I 
demanded that Russia pull back its forces from eastern nations trampled small ones in pursuit of territorial | fe] worse for letting down customers who hired me to tape and post their 
Ukraine, “stop the supply of Russian-led terrorists” ambition.” _. | content. UkeTube was never about me. You never saw or heard from me 

and start “real talks, peace talks.” Reiterating Washington’s stance that Russia Is | іп the videos. UkeTube was always about you guys. 

Moscow denies sending troops into Ukraine. fueling ап armed separatist movement in eastern] | «Ру working on getting UkeTube restored. If something changes, I 


Yatsenyuk said Russia must abide by “all points” of 
the cease-fire agreement reached between the rebels 
and Kyiv in Minsk on September 5. 

He said that, despite the declared cease-fire in the 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions of eastern Ukraine, 
Ukrainian soldiers and civilians were dying from 
rebel shelling. 

Yatsenyuk also delivered a defiant message to 
Vladimir Putin, telling the Russian leader that Moscow 
may win on the battlefield, “but you will never win the 
fight against the nation, the united Ukrainian nation.” 

The United States has imposed multiple rounds 
of economic sanctions targeting Russia’s energy, 
defense, and financial sectors, as well as penalties 
on government officials and other individuals close 
to Russian President Vladimir Putin. The European 
Union has also ordered sanctions. 

On the sidelines of the UN General Assembly, U.S. 
Secretary of State John Kerry held brief talks with 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov on the crisis 
in Ukraine. 

According to the State Department, Kerry stressed 


Ukraine and has moved its own troops across 
the border, Obama vowed to continue a push for 
international pressure on Moscow. 

“We will impose a cost on Russia for aggression, 
and we will counter falsehoods with the truth,” he 
said. 

But the U.S. president also expressed hope that the 
cease-fire could bring a lasting peace if the Kremlin 
complies with it. 

“Tf Russia takes that path - - path that for stretches 
of the post-Cold War period resulted in prosperity for 
the Russian people — then we will lift our sanctions 
and welcome Russia’s role in addressing common 
challenges,” Obama said. 

He added that the United States and its allies “will 
support the people of Ukraine as they develop their 
democracy and economy.” 

“We call upon others to join us on the right side 
of history — for while small gains can be won at the 
barrel of a gun, they will ultimately be turned back 
if enough voices support the freedom of nations and 
peoples to make their own decisions,” Obama said. 


will notify everyone. 


“I’m grateful for all of the support UkeTube has received through the - 


years. Thank You.” 


Germans to sue Ukraine over MH17 crash 


(RFE/RL)—A German lawyer plans to sue Ukraine for negligence 
for the July 17 downing of Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 over separatist- 


controlled eastern Ukraine. 


Elmar Giemulla, a specialist in aviation law, says he also may also sue 


Russia. 


Giemulla said the lawsuit would be filed at the European Court of 
Human Rights in the coming weeks on behalf of three German families 


who lost relatives in the tragedy. 


He argued that Kyiv was negligent even if pro-Russian separatists or 


Russian troops shot down the plane — as Kyiv has claimed. 


That, he said, was because aviation law requires a government to close 
its airspace if it cannot guarantee the security of planes flying through it. 
Giemulla reportedly was planning to seek compensation payments of 1 


million euros ($1.3 million), for each passenger killed. 
He said other relatives of victims can join the lawsuit. 
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Протест бійців 
батальйону тероборони 
у Дніпропетровську 


Юлія Рацибарська, Радіо Свобода 

Бійці нещодавно сформованого на Дніпропетровщині 
43-го батальйону тероборони протестують проти зміни 
свого керівництва перед відправленням у зону бойових 
дій. Людину, яку вони вважали своїм комбатом, не за- 
твердили на посаді, натомість на це місце призначили 
іншу особу. Крім того, вояки скаржаться на неналежне 
комплектування підрозділу. На підтримку солдатів ви- 
ступають також їхні дружини та волонтери. A у штабі 
оперативного командування заявляють, що питання при- 
значення комбата наразі остаточно не вирішене. Юристи 
ж застерігають солдатів від невиконання наказів, бо це 
може загрожувати їм кримінальною відповідальністю. 

До журналістів із воріт військової частини бійці ба- 
тальйону територіальної оборони виходять у балакла- 
вах. Переважна більшість із них - добровольці, вони 
приховують обличчя, аби родичі не дізнались, де саме 
вони служать, адже за кілька днів частина з них має 
відбути на Донбас. Чоловіки розповідають: їхній бата- 
льйон формувався з 20-их чисел серпня, від першого дня 
ними керує Олександр Водолазський, якого вони вважа- 
ють своїм наставником 1 комбатом. Проте два дні тому 
із Міністерства оборони надійшов наказ: командиром 
батальйону призначили іншу людину, кажуть хлопці, 
яку вони зовсім не знають. Солдати заявляють: вони не 
відмовляються воювати, бо складали присягу на вірність 
українському народові, але без свого командира в зону 
бойових дій не вирушать. 

«Є така приказка: коней на переправі не змінюють. 
А у нас серйозна «переправа» попереду. Створити 
на рівному місці таку частину - це велика робота. І 
наприкінці цієї роботи, без будь-яких претензій, взяти й 
змінити таку людину, як командир батальйону... Якщо 
когось 1 треба міняти, так це людей з військкоматів. У 
нас досі не всі озброєні, хоча залишається дуже мало 
часу», - зазначив боєць із позивним «Дід». 

На підтримку солдатів і їхнього комбата наразі ви- 
ступили дружини бійців та волонтери, які опікуються 
батальйоном. Волонтерка Дар'я Андрусенко-Якотюк 
зазначає: кадрові зміни негативно впливають на бойо- 
вий дух добровольців. Крім того, вона спростовує 
інформацію, яку розповсюджують Інтернетом, про 
нібито повну укомплектованість підрозділу. 

«Я хочу розвіяти міф про 100% комплектації цього ба- 
тальйону: у них техніка вся розвалюється, її за власний 
рахунок ремонтують офіцери й солдати, нема ніякого 
зимового обмундирування... Ми взагалі не розуміємо, 
як людина, яка не брала участі у формуванні батальйо- 
ну, що вона там робитиме. Хлопці можуть з дня на день 
вийти на фронт. Батальйон на 95% - це добровольці. Це 
ті хлопці, які самі пішли захищати нас. Це еліта наша. 
Хлопці зараз не можуть виїхати з частини, бо є такий 
варіант, що їх просто не пустять назад. Хлопці вже добу 
стоять, охороняють свою територію, охороняють свого 
комбата», - повідомила волонтерка. 

Олександр Водолазський, який командував батальйо- 
ном від часу початку формування і на захист якого наразі 
постали солдати, своє непризначення коментує стрима- 
но. Він поки що не передав командування батальйоном 
наступникові, але каже: як людина військова виконає 
будь-який наказ свого командування. 

«Я не хочу йти з посади командира батальйону, 
але як військова людина я повинен виконувати наказ. 
Ймовірно, переведуть на якусь іншу, рівнозначну поса- 
ду», - зазначив у коментарі журналістам Водолазський. 

У штабі оперативного командування «Південь» роз- 
логих коментарів щодо ситуації в 43-му батальйоні 
наразі не надавали, лише заявили: питання призначення 
командира остаточно не вирішене. А в регіональному 
медіа-центрі Міністерства | оборони України / в 
Дніпропетровську нагадали: у військових відомствах 
накази не обговорюють. 

«Якщо є наказ, він не підлягає ніякому обговоренню. 
Військовослужбовець, отримавши наказ, його виконує», 
- сказав Радіо Свобода начальник медіа-центру Олек- 
сандр Колесник. 

Дніпропетровський адвокат і волонтерка Юлія Cere- 
да також застерігає солдатів батальйону від невиконан- 
ня наказів, адже це може загрожувати їм кримінальною 
відповідальністю. Однак вона закликає громадськість не 
допустити такої, «крайньої» ситуації. 

«Зараз хлопці поставлені в ту ситуацію, якщо вони бу- 
дуть продовжувати висловлювати свій протест, то вони 
«нарвуться» на Кримінальний кодекс. Зараз завдання 
юристів, волонтерів, громадськості, журналістів - якщо 
ми можемо якось відкоригувати цю ситуацію, то давайте 
робити все можливе», - зазначила адвокат. 

Між тим бійці батальйону заявляють, що сподіваються 
на вирішення проблеми з керівником найближчим часом. 
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Підкуп виборів-2914: 


Допомога бійцям АТО та переселенцям 


Ірина Стельмах, Радіо Свобода 

Перемога на дострокових парламентських вибо- 
рах лише в одному окрузі обійдеться кандидатам- 
одномандатникам у суму від І до 3 мільйонів доларів. 
Такі цифри оприлюднив Комітет виборців України. 
Ще до офіційної реєстрації Центральною виборчою 
комісією кандидати в депутати почали агітувати за себе 
традиційною роздачею пайків, а ще допомогою бійцям 
АТО та переселенцям. 

«Гречкосії у Харкові! Використовують благодійний 
фонд та школярів», - написав у своїй сторінці у Фейс- 
бук харків'янин Констянтин Дяконенко та опублікував 
низку фотографій, на яких п'ятикілограмові пакети з ло- 
готипом благодійного фонду «Допоможи близькому», а 
всередині - продовольчий набір із гречки, олії, печива, 
згущеного молока, цукру та листівки: «Разом перемо- 
жемо! Володимир Скоробагач». За словами активіста, 
пакети розвантажили біля однієї зі шкіл Київського рай- 
ону Харкова, попередньо змусивши вчителів та учнів 
середньої школи Ne 4 та гімназії Nel розносити «пайки» 
по домівках. 

Чи підпадають такі дії регіонала, депутата Харківської 
міськради під підкуп виборців? Имовірно, ні, кажуть у 
громадянській мережі «Опора», адже Скоробагач ще не 
зареєстрований ЦВК як кандидат у депутати, а мешканці 
Київського району Харкова ще не є його виборцями. 

Відтягування дати реєстрації в ЦВК (закінчується 25 
вересня - ред.), авідтак можливість агітувати не за кошти 
виборчого фонду - традиційне хитрування українських 
партій та одномандатників під час передвиборчої 
кампанії. Але цього року одразу після реєстрації канди- 
дати у депутати розпочнуть другу, набагато активнішу 
фазу підкупу виборців, каже заступник генерального ди- 
ректора КВУ Наталія Линник. 

«На один округ кандидати у депутати за одноман- 
датними округами, за оцінками експертів, планують ви- 


тратити на передвиборчу кампанію від | до 3 мільйонів 
доларів, залежно від гостроти конкурентної боротьби. 
Значна частина коштів тіньових фондів кандидатів піде 
на прямий і опосередкований підкуп виборців. Основ- 
на недоброчесна боротьба розгорнеться, починаючи з 1 
жовтня», - попереджає Линник. 

Окрім традиційних пайків та організації розва- 
жальних заходів, серед нововведень підкупу під час 
цьогорічної виборчої кампанії у КВУ очікують ремонтів 
військових госпіталів, матеріальної допомоги родичам 
загиблих в АТО (дарування квартир, машин, меблів, 
побутової техніки, медична допомога) і надання жит- 
ла для переселенців. Втім, через короткі терміни для 
передвиборчої агітації такі «подачки» неефективні, каже 
колишній голова Комітету виборців України, а нині ви- 
сунутий у депутати (але теж поки що не кандидат) Олек- 
сандр Черненко. 

«Чому ці роздачі пайків, подарунків були ефективні, 
зокрема в Києві? Всі пам'ятаємо команду Черновецько- 
го. А тому, що вони роздавали не за місяць до виборів, 
а за півроку-рік. Такий непрямий підкуп на коротких 
дистанціях не є дуже ефективним. Більш небезпечним 
стає прямий грошовий підкуп виборців, який якраз і 
реалізовується в останні два-три тижні перед вибора- 
ми», - застерігає він. 

Поки що фактів прямого підкупу зареєстровано 
небагато, кажуть в  «Опорі», але наголошують, 
відповідальність за те, щоб їх не побільшало, залежить 
не так від активістів і спостерігачів, як насамперед від 
правоохоронців. Саме вони повинні чітко знати виборче 
законодавство 1 запобігати порушенням. Радник міністра 
внутрішніх справ Антон Геращенко на це запевнив, що 
МВС впроваджуватиме агентів у групи, які займають- 
ся підкупом виборців, а ще разом з КВУ 1 ЦВК видасть 
для міліціонерів спеціальні книжечки з інформацією як 
запобігти виборчим фальсифікаціям. 


Понад 3,5 тисячі росіян загиблих 
в Україні, каже правозахисниця 


(Радіо Свобода) -Російська правозахисниця Оле- 
на Васильєва з міста Мурманська, яка останнім часом 
займається пошуком даних про загиблих у війні проти 
України росіян, заявила в неділю, що кількість таких за- 
гиблих, за останніми даними, перевищила 3 з полови- 
ною тисячі. 

У записі у фейсбуці вона перелічила нові дані про 
втрати серед росіян, які додалися до 2 тисяч відомих 
раніше. 

За її словами, йдеться тільки про ті дані, які 
підтверджені з різних джерел. 

«Рахуємо «вантаж 200» після вже озвучених 2000 
загиблих: 300 убитих в Побєді (селище в Донецькій 
області - ред.), 47 розстріляних при виході з Іловайська, 
120 загиблих зі зведеної колони 1200 бійців - Сніжне 
(470 поранених), 70 загиблих поковських десантників 
(10 залишилися живі), 230 загиблих у колоні на марші 
під артобстрілом, 60 вирізав батальйон «Кавказ» — 
повністю артдивізіон, 59 тіл у могилі під Новоазовсь- 
ком, приблизно 40 тіл скинули в шахту. Всього 926 за- 
гиблих. І це тільки те, що підтверджено з різних джерел. 
А скільки ще поранених не довезли і не врятували?» 
... Tak, забула, в шахту біля Краснокам'янська скинули 


майже 600 тіл», - написала російська правозахисниця 
(Краснокам'янська на Донбасі немає, автор могла сплу- 
тати з численними іншими донбаськими назвами, що 
починаються на «Красно-» - ред.). 

«Матері і дружини! В цій цифрі може бути 1 ваш син 
чи чоловік. Годі вже мовчати!» - наголосила правозахис- 
ниця. 

Незалежних підтверджень чи заперечень цих даних 
наразі немає. 

11 вересня речник інформаційно-аналітичного центру 
РНБО Андрій Лисенко заявив, що на території України 
загинули близько двох тисяч російських військових, 
вісім тисяч були поранені. 

За даними РНБО, «загиблі проходили військову 
службу у 18 підрозділах та частинах збройних сил Росії 
з понад 10 регіонів». 

Росія стверджує, ніби її військових на території 
України немає, хоча в конфлікті можуть брати участь 
добровольці з Росії. 

14 вересня міністр оборони України Валерій Геле- 
тей повідомив, що, за даними української сторони, нині 
в Україні перебувають від 3 до 3,5 тисяч російських 
військовослужбовців, а 25 серпня їх було понад 6,5 тисяч. 


Диверсанти в Маріуполі орудують 


під виглядом Нацгвардії 


(Радіо Свобода) -Черговий фейк 22 вересня 
опублікували | російські | ЗМІ. За інформацією 
телеканалів LifeNews, «Звезда», сайтів Pravda.ru i Рі- 
ter.tv - у Маріуполі Нацгвардія стріляє у підлітків, 
або, як написано на сайті телеканалу «Звезда»: «Бійці 
Нацгвардії розстріляли дітей у Маріуполі». 

Яскравіший варіант підводки на сайті Piter.tv: 
«Згідно з повідомленнями місцевих жителів, сьогодні в 
Маріуполі, який обороняють частини української армії 
і бійці добровольчих батальйонів, солдати Нацгвардії 
відкрили вогонь на ураження по двох підлітках, які 
каталися на велосипедах. Так виглядає, що місцевих 
підлітків  озлоблені / нацгвардійці з сприйняли за 
розвідників «Народної армії Донбасу». Один із юнаків 
був убитий на місці, другий госпіталізований». 

А от телеканал LifeNews навіть говорить, що 
розстріл підлітків бійцями Збройних сил України 
підтвердила міліція. Однак це не правда, прес-офіцер 


Маріупольського управління міліції Вікторія Гуц, на яку 
посилаються журналісти, в коментарі для Радіо Свобода 
зазначила: «Говорити про дії військових я не можу, так як 
це немій рівень, не моє відомство і не моя компетенція». 

Вікторія Гуц лише підтвердила, що є один підліток, 
який постраждав, і зараз він перебуває в лікарні. 

Про те, хто ж насправді постраждав, Радіо Свобода 
розповіла голова «Маріуполької дружини» (Маріупольської 
самооборони) активістка Вікторія Придущенко. 

«16-річний хлопець, який їхав на велосипеді, його 
зачепило осколком, дотичне поранення голови, чоловік 
- працівник «Азовсталі», у нього поранення стегна, 
колінної чашечки вірніше. А 20-річного хлопця 13 
Нацгвардії - вбили». 

«Під виглядом нацгвардії, перевдягнуті у форму 
без розпізнавальних знаків. У спини стріляють нашим 
на блокпостах. І зачіпають з мінометного обстрілу на 
газелях, в мирних жителів стріляють», — каже жінка. 
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Roundtable honours Professor Kohut 


(CIUS)—June 26, a roundtable discus- 
sion on the history of the Ukrainian Cossack 
Hetmanate was held in Kyiv in honour of 
Professor Zenon Kohut, director of the Can- 
adian Institute of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS) 
from 1994 to 2012, whose 70th birthday 
was celebrated earlier this year. The event 
was co-organized by CIUS, the Mykhailo 
Hrushevsky Historical Memorial Museum, 
the Peter Jacyk Program for the Study of 
Contemporary History and Society, and the 
Institute of Ukrainian Archaeography and 
Source Studies (National Academy of Sci- 
ences of Ukraine). 

The roundtable was held at the Hrushev- 
sky Memorial Museum at 9 Pankiv Street, 
where the historian and his family resided 
from the 1920s to the 1940s. The celebra- 
tory address was delivered by the museum’s 
director, Svitlana Pankova, who spoke on 
behalf of the co-organizers. She reminded 
those present of the celebration of Profes- 
sor Kohut’s 60th birthday, which coincided 
with the “Pereiaslav Council of 1654” con- 
ference in 2004 and was held at the site of 
a Hrushevsky exhibition at the Klov Palace 
(Kyiv Museum of History). The chair of the 
roundtable, Dr. Yaroslav Fedoruk, noted the 
milestones of Professor Kohut’s academic 
biography, emphasizing the productive 
cooperation between CIUS and the Institute 
of Ukrainian Archaeography (IUA) during 
his directorship. Speaking on behalf of the 
IUA, its assistant director, Oleksandr Mav- 
rin, extended congratulations to his Can- 
adian colleague and recalled the timely sup- 
port of Professor Kohut and CIUS in the fall 
of 2013, when the [UA and the Ahatanhel 
Krymsky Institute of Oriental Studies both 
faced closure by the Ukrainian authorities 
then in office. The intervention of Ukrain- 
jan and international academia prevented the 
planned closure. 

Dr. Frank Sysyn, the chief promoter and 
organizer of this roundtable, spoke on behalf 
of СТО5. Не tecalled the difficulties facing 
Western students of early modern Ukraine 
from the 1960s to the 1980s, when the field 
was dominated by Russian-inspired Eng- 
lish-language historiography. Zenon Kohut, 
along with his Harvard colleagues and their 
leader and teacher, Professor Omeljan Prit- 
sak, had to counter the prevailing trend in 
order to convince North American academ- 
ics that Ukrainian history was a subject in its 
own right. Their efforts gave rise to a new 
trend in English language historiography, 
and the speaker particularly noted Zenon 
Kohut’s signal contribution to the develop- 
ment of CIUS during his directorship. 

Professor Kohut’s academic achievements 
in the study of eighteenth- and nineteenth- 
century Ukrainian history were featured in 
an address by Dr. Volodymyr Pryshliak, a 
leading scholar of the Cossack Hetmanate. 
Professor Kohut’s monograph Russian Cen- 
tralism and Ukrainian Autonomy: Imperial 
Absorption of the Hetmanate, 1760s—1830s 
(Cambridge, Mass., 1988; Ukrainian transla- 
tion: Kyiy, 1996) and two collections of his 
selected articles, Roots of Identity: Studies 
on Early Modern and Modern Ukraine (in 
Ukrainian; Kyiv, 2004) and Making Ukraine: 
Studies on Political Culture, Historical Nar- 
rative, and Identity (Edmonton and Toronto, 
2011) represent his most important contri- 
butions. Russian Centralism and Ukrainian 
Autonomy was a breakthrough in studying 
the decline of the autonomous Ukrainian 
Cossack polity, its origins and consequences. 
Dr. Kohut analyzed the lingering conflict 
between the Hetmanate, with its traditional 
rights and liberties, and Russian absolutism, 
which germinated during the rule of Peter I 
and peaked during the reign of Catherine II. 
Dr. Pryshliak then provided an exhaustive 
evaluation of the two collections of articles. 

In his presentation, Dr. Thor Hyrych dis- 

cussed Ukrainian “autonomists” in the 
Russian Empire during the first third of the 
nineteenth century, who manifested not the 
decline but the rebirth of Ukraine. He par- 
ticularly noted the importance of conceptual- 
ism in Professor Kohut’s works, likening his 
approach to that of Kohut’s teacher, Dr. Ivan 
Lysiak-Rudnytsky, and of Dr. Oleksander 
Ohloblyn in his articles. 


Zenon E. Kohut 


Dr. Viktor Brekhunenko, who spoke next, 
concentrated on key developments in histori- 
ography of the late 1980s, when the image of 
Ukraine was still being formed by specialists 
in Russian studies and proponents of the so- 
called “Polish vision” of history. Professor 
Kohut’s monograph, published in 1988, was 
highly important in changing this situation. 
Dr. Brekhunenko also referred to the notable 
support for studies in the history of south- 
em and eastern Ukraine offered by CIUS 
under Professor Kohut’s directorship, which 
saw the creation of the Kowalsky Eastern 
Ukrainian Institute in Kharkiv. 

Dr. Taras Chukhlib focused on Professor 
Kohut’s contribution to the study of Ukraine 
in world history. Dr. Chukhlib, known to 
academia for both his scholarship and his 
humor, presented the Canadian guest with 
a traditional Cossack coat of pressed wool 
on behalf of Cossack groups active on the 
Euromaidan. One of the foremost scholars 
and publishers of Hetman Ivan Mazepa’s 
correspondence, Dr. Viacheslav Stanislay- 
sky, noting the analysis of aggressive tsarist 
policy and its tradition in Professor Kohut’s 
monograph, stressed the importance of his 
historical writings for the consolidation of 
the Ukrainian nation, especially during the 
current difficult political transition. 

Dr. Yaroslav Hrytsak spoke on behalf of 
the Peter Jacyk Program for the Study of 
Contemporary History and Society, a co- 
organizer of the roundtable. Dr. Hrytsak, 
who edited the writings of Ivan Lysiak- 
Rudnytsky, described Zenon Kohut as one 
of Lysiak-Rudnytsky’s best students and one 
of the most prominent historians of Ukraine 
of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centuries. He noted that there was no clear 
transition period between those centuries, 
and that for Ukraine the nineteenth century 
began, in effect, with the 1830s and the rise 
of a new ideology associated with the writ- 
ings of Taras Shevchenko. 

The director of the Omeljan Pritsak Me- 
morial Office and Library at the Kyiv Mo- 
hyla National University, Dr. Tetiana Iaro- 
shenko, shared information about Zenon 
Kohut’s documents in the library collection. 
They include his letters to Pritsak, his cur- 
riculum vitae, the typescript of his doctoral 
dissertation, defended at the University of 
Pennsylvania in 1975, and an incomplete 
working copy of the dissertation with Pro- 
fessor Pritsak’s marginal comments. 

Oksana Yurkova spoke about Zenon Ko- 
hut’s contribution to Ukrainian studies as 
a translator, particularly his English trans- 
lation of Mykhailo Hrushevsky’s article 
“Some Reflections on Ukrainian Historiog- 
raphy of the XVIII Century.” It appeared as 
an introduction to the Eyewitness Chronicle, 
published in the Harvard Ukrainian Stud- 
ies series in 1972. Other congratulatory ad- 
dresses to Zenon Kohut were delivered by 
his colleagues Drs. Ferhad Turanli and Dmy- 
tro Vyrsky. 

The floor was then given to Dr. Kohut 
himself, who spoke of his academic career 
and his overriding interest in the problem of 


identity. In his own words, biography played 
no small role in the development of such an 
interest. DR. Kohut was brought up with a 
strong sense of Ukrainian identity, but de- 
claring it while growing up resulted in a host 
of problems. Back then, Philadelphians were 
far more aware of Russia than of Ukraine. 
During Dr. Kohut’s university years, he wit- 
nessed how hostile propaganda portrayed 
Ukrainians as supporters of the Cold War, 
Nazi collaborators during World War II, and 


the like. 

Such factors led him to study the birth and 
development of the Ukrainian nation, which 
began with research on modern Ukrainian 
political thought. The genesis of that intel- 
lectual tradition is difficult to grasp without 
a detailed study of the liquidation of the Cos- 
sack Hetmanate and its integration into the 
Russian Empire, which became the focus of 
his monograph. Yet, while that monograph 
offered answers to many existing questions, 
another question still had to be addressed: 
was the formation of Ukrainian national 
identity prompted by the conflict between 
early modern “Little Russian” and modern 
“Ukrainian” identities, or were there also 
other factors at work? 

This important question was largely re- 
solved in Prof. Kohut’s two collections of 
articles. According to him, the early modern 
Ukrainian political elite adapted the legacy 
of Kyivan Rus’ in order to formulate the 
concept of Cossack Ukraine as the “father- 
land” of the Ukrainian people. Another im- 
portant factor was the continuing struggle of 
the Cossacks for their rights and freedoms. 
The formation of the Ukrainian nation did 
not begin in the nineteenth century, as some 
modernist historians still maintain: in Prof. 
Kohut’s opinion, its roots are to be found in 
early modern Ukrainian history. 

Prof. Kohut concluded his address by 
thanking all the organizers and participants 
of the roundtable, noting particularly that it 
was a great honor to speak at the Hrushevsky 
Museum, where the historian lived and pro- 
duced some of his most notable works. 


Marples named History Chair 


(CIUS)—September 1, David R. Marples, 
Distinguished University Professor of His- 
tory, who has had a long-time association 
with CIUS, assumed the post of chair of the 
Department of History and Classics at the 
University of Alberta for a five-year term. As 
of this date, he also left his post as the direc- 
tor of CIUS’s Stasiuk Program for the Study 
of Contemporary Ukraine, although he will 
continue to administer the blog site on pol- 
itics in contemporary Ukraine together with 
co-administrator Tetiana Zaharchenko of the 
University of Cambridge. 

Dr. Marples was a long-time head of the 
Stasiuk Program, which was established at 
CIUS in June 1990 following a generous 
donation from the estate of Eudokia Stasiuk 
of Toronto and the Stasiuk family (1988). Its 
purpose was to provide an accurate analysis 
of events in Ukraine for the academic com- 
munity, government and non-government 
organizations, the general public, and the 
media. Since 1994, the program has been 
headed by Dr. Marples, who, at the time of 
his appointment, had been working on con- 
temporary Ukrainian issues for several years 
as a CIUS research associate (1986-1991). 

During its period of existence, the Stasiuk 
Program has provided readers with com- 
mentary and analysis of contemporary af- 
fairs in Ukraine. Most recently, the Stasiuk 
blog site “Current Politics in Contemporary 
Ukraine,” established in 2007, reached over 
the last year about 2,000 readers daily (3,000 
in March 2014). Overall, 2013 proved to be 
a breakout year in disseminating research 
on contemporary Ukraine. The Stasiuk Pro- 
gram responded to events in Ukraine and 
acted as a resource base for local, national, 
and international media. As its director, Dr. 
David Marples was involved in a number 
of activities: presenting papers and taking 
part in round-table discussions, delivering 
lectures and giving interviews to the media, 
publishing articles written by himself and 
others on the Stasiuk blog site, as well as 
writing articles for various media outlets. 
Dr. Marples also undertook preparation of a 
new book tentatively titled “Euromaidan and 
the Russian Response,” for which a contract 
for publication has been signed with Ibidem 
Verlag Publishers in Stuttgart, Germany. He 
also took part in three public events organ- 
ized by CIUS concerning events in Ukraine. 

In addition to his presentations and writ- 
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ings on events related to the Euromaidan, 
Dr. Marples also presented a paper on “The 
80th Anniversary of the Ukrainian Famine: 
Dilemmas for the Historian” at the inter- 
national conference “Quo Vadis Ukrainian 
History? Assessing the State of the Field,” 
sponsored by the Harvard Ukrainian Re- 
search Institute in cooperation with the In- 
stitute of Ukrainian History, National Acad- 
emy of Sciences of Ukraine (held at Harvard 
University оп 19-20 November 2013). On 
31 January 2014, he presented a paper at the 
seminar on “Western Debates on OUN and 
UPA and their Historical Legacy in Ukraine” 
to members of the doctoral program “Aus- 
trian Galicia and its Multicultural Heritage” 
at the University of Vienna. 

In the summer of 2014, Dr. Marples was 
selected for a visiting professorship at the 
Slavic and Eurasian Research Center, Hok- 
kaido University (Sapporo, Japan) to work 
on the topic “Euromaidan: Analysis of a 
Civic Uprising and the Russian Response.” 
In addition to working on the book project of 
this name, he presented several lectures and 
took part in a major symposium at the center 
on 10-11 July titled “Thirty Years of Crisis: 
Empire, Violence, and Ideology in Eurasia 
from the First to the Second World War.” 
With a new chapter in his career unfolding, 
CIUS would like to wish our colleague, Pro- 
fessor David Marples, great success in this 
new endeavor! 
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Путін є найбільшим 


радикалом Росії - 
ізраїльський експерт 


Юрій Савицький, Радіо Свобода 
Найбільшими радикала- 
ми у Росії стали не маргінали- 
ультрапатріоти, | а | президент 
Владімір Путін. Про це заявили 
учасники міжнародної дискусії 
про радикальні рухи в Росії та 
Україні, яку у Варшаві організував 
Фонд Стефана Баторія. На думку 
фахівців, у світлі російської про- 
паганди кожного українського 
політика можна назвати 
шовіністом та нацистом. 

Богуміла Бердиховська, польсь- 
кий експерт з питань України, 
вказує на характерну особливість 
сучасної російської пропаганди. 
За її словами, тепер російські ЗМІ 
демонізують не окремі політичні 
сили, а українців в цілому. 

«Якщо хтось стежить 
російським засобами 
інформації, то може  зроби- 
ти о висновок, що в Україні 
геть усе є  націоналістичним 
і | шовіністичним. Російська 
українофобська, я навіть сказала 
6, україножерна кампанія вийш- 
ла за межі здорового глузду», - 
стверджує Богуміла Бердиховська 

Експерт зазначає, що в світлі 
російської пропаганди кожного 
українського політика сьогодні 
можна назвати націоналістом, 
шовіністом, та й навіть наци- 
стом. Тим часом, наголошує Бер- 
диховська, результати останніх 
президентських виборів | в 
Україні показали, що дуже не- 
багато українських 0 виборців 
підтримують  праворадикальні 
сили. Водночас польський ек- 
сперт звертає увагу на іншу 
помітну тенденцію в Росії. 
Російські засоби масової 
інформації дедалі частіше нада- 
ють слово представникам уль- 
траправих сил. 

«На мою думку, на даний 
момент вони є так би мовити 
націоналістами, яким доручили 
виконувати ці ролі. Зважаючи на 
політичну стратегію Російської 
Федерації, Володимир Путін 
вирішив, що їх можна показува- 
ти, надавати їм можливість го- 
ворити у мікрофон», - зауважує 
Бердиховська. 

Бердиховська запитує, 
наскільки процес радикалізації 
російського суспільства може 
залишатися під контролем Крем- 
ля. На це питання відповідає 
політолог із Ізраїлю В'ячеслав 
Ліхачов. За його словами, 
російські радикали опинилися 
у вкрай невигідному становищі, 
їм складно конкурувати з 
кремлівською владою. Мовляв, 
сьогодні важко робити щось 
більш радикальне ніж те, що ро- 


за 
масової 


Президент Росії Владімір Путін 


бить Путін. За словами експерта, 
люди, які сьогодні представля- 
ють російську офіційну думку на 
державному телебаченні, пропа- 
гують імперський реваншизм. 

«Якщо серйозно поставити- 
ся до того, що така людина як 
Александр Дугін є ідеологом 
імперського стрибка на Захід, 
то тоді можна констатувати, що 
Росія не збирається зупинятися 
аж до Атлантичного океану», - 
сказав політолог. 

Говорячи про крайніх правих 
в Україні, Ліхачов звертає ува- 
гу, що у порівнянні з іншими 
посткомуністичними держа- 
вами вони завжди залишалися 
феноменально  маргінальними. 
Експерт з Ізраїлю розвінчує 
міфи російської 0 пропаганди 
про ксенофобію учасників про- 
тестних акцій на Майдані. Він 
нагадує: «Серед загиблих на 
Майдані було троє євреїв - серед 
загиблих від куль снайперів 20 
лютого. Перші загиблі, які були 
на вулиці Грушевського - це були 
етнічний вірменин 1 етнічний 
білорус, громадянин Білорусі, 
тобто ми бачимо, що зовсім не 
етнонаціоналістичний характер 
мав Майдан». 

В'ячеслав Ліхачов прогнозує, 
що під впливом російської агресії 
підтримка українських політиків 
радикальних поглядів дещо зро- 
сте. Проте, на думку експерта, 
це не означає, що ультраправі 
сили матимуть істотний вплив 
на українське політичне життя. 

У свою чергу польський про- 
фесор Йоанна Курчевська наго- 
лосила, що українська держава 
мусить дуже серйозно поста- 
витися до проблеми потужної 
російської пропаганди в Європі, 
яка представляє українців як 
неонацистів. Сьогодні, cka3a- 
ла Курчевська, протидія такій 
пропаганді є не тільки питанням 
аргументації, це - питання вижи- 
вання України. 


У Маріуполі затримали 
бойовиків, які готували 
теракти під керівництвом ФСБ 


(Радіо Свобода)--У Маріуполі Служба безпеки України затрима- 
ла членів диверсійної групи, які планували диверсії на стратегічних 
об'єктах Маріуполя, повідомляє прес-служба СБУ. 

За повідомленням, під час спецоперації контррозвідка Служби 
безпеки затримала громадянина Росії, громадянина України, а також 
їхню спільницю — громадянку України, члена так званого «парла- 
менту» угруповання «ДНР», що визнане в Україні терористичним. 

«Встановлено, що керівництво групою здійснювалось ватажками 
«ДНР» та представниками ФСБ Росії», - йдеться в повідомленні. 

За даними спецслужби, під час затримання СБУ вилучила чотири ав- 
томати АК-74, велику кількість боєприпасів до них, чотири вогнемети 
РПО-А «Шмель»,, 3 гранатомети РІПГ-22, 2 міни з детонаторами. 
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Хто профінансує 
реанімацію Донбасу? 


Анастасія Москвичова, Радіо Свобода 

Ні копійки з бюджету на сепаратистський 
Донбас, заявляє український уряд. Фінансувати 
відновлення інфраструктури на непідконтрольних 
Україні територіях пропонують за рахунок 
спеціального фонду, куди можуть перераховувати 
пожертви представники великого бізнесу та нада- 
вати допомогу іноземні донори. Водночас, експер- 
ти припускають, що «рамковість» закону створює 
підстави для маніпуляцій усіма сторонами. 

Уряд не дасть грошей із бюджету на території 
Донбасу, які / перебувають під контролем 
сепаратистів, заявив прем'єр-міністр Арсеній Яце- 
нюк. Для відновлення зруйнованої під час бойових 
дій інфраструктури на цих землях, як передбачено 
у свіжоухваленому «законі про частини Донбасу», 
він пропонує утворити спеціальний фонд, що напо- 
внюватиметься внаслідок міжнародної донорської 
допомоги і благодійних пожертв «українських 
олігархів» 

«Ми можемо із державного бюджету давати туди 
кошти, якщо ми відновимо повністю контроль над 
цією територією, підприємства почнуть працюва- 
ти 1 платити податки в центральний бюджет. Тому 
формула запропонована дуже чітка: скинулись 1 
відновлюємо. Всі разом. А не за рахунок скорочен- 
ня витрат цілої України», - заявив прем'єр. 

Водночас, Яценюк наголосив, що всі соціальні 
виплати на звільнених територіях будуть 
здійснюватися у повному обсязі. Уповноважений 
президента з питань урегулювання ситуації на 
Сході Ірина Геращенко підтвердила, що в першу 
чергу відновлювати будуть інфраструктуру на 
територіях, підконтрольних Україні, тоді як дже- 
рела фінансування решти земель Донбасу обгово- 
рять на донорській конференції наприкінці жов- 
тня- початку листопада в Києві. 

«Особливий порядок місцевого самоврядуван- 
ня» означатиме для місцевої влади делегуван- 
ня повноважень і в енергетичній сфері, заявив 
журналістам профільний міністр Юрій Продан. 

«Якщо місцева влада хоче вважати себе 
місцевою владою, то вона повинна налагодити 
там відповідно і опалювальний сезон, налагодити 


відповідним чином розрахунки для того, щоб усе 
відбувалося у рамках законів і підзаконних актів, 
які діють на території України», - сказав він. 

За його словами, більшість шахт на 
підконтрольних сепаратистам територіях та поряд 
з бойовими діями наразі не працює, деякі з них не 
підлягають відновленню, є інформація, що части- 
ну вже видобутого вугілля переправляють через 
російський кордон. 

За попередніми даними, на «реанімацію» Дон- 
басу потрібно близько 8 мільярдів гривень на 
кожну область, говорить економіст Володимир 
Лановий. Однак, на його думку, ці дані неточні, 
оскільки уявлення про масштаби руйнувань на 
непідконтрольних українській владі територіях 
скласти практично неможливо. Фінансувати з 
бюджету землі, які не визнають українську вла- 
ду і не підкоряються законам, є, щонайменше, 
дивним, водночас, давати гроші «просто так» на 
невизначеність ніхто не буде. Тому для Донбасу 
потрібно розробляти стратегію розвитку, вважає 
Лановий. 

До того ж, на думку експерта, ухвалений у 
понеділок закон дійсно рамковий і створює 
підстави для маніпуляцій усіма сторонами 
конфлікту. 

«Багато дуже невизначеного, такого, що Росія і 
терористи можуть тлумачити по-своєму, а наші - 
по-своєму», - говорить Лановий. 

МЗС Росії та угруповання «ЛНР» схвалили 
законодавчу ініціативу щодо «особливого по- 
рядку місцевого самоврядування», у той же час 
в угрупованні «ДНР» заявили, що українських 
законів дотримуватись вони не мають наміру. 

Тим часом, на сайті «Української правди» 
повідомили, що текст закону про особливий по- 
рядок місцевого самоврядування Донецької 1 
Луганської області за авторством Петра Порошен- 
ка був змінений. 

Дійсно, якщо до реєстрації йшлося про визна- 
чення Верховною Радою території, на якій діятиме 
закон, то тепер на сайті парламенту в тексті закону 
вказано, що це повноваження керівника Антите- 
рористичного центру. 


Реформа української міліції - лише 
перейменування на поліцію? 


Олександр Лащенко, Радіо Свобода 

Реформа української міліції не зведеться до пере- 
йменування на поліцію, запевнили Радіо Свобода в 
Міністерстві внутрішніх справ. Ця правоохоронна 
структура має перестати бути озброєним загоном 
влади, а служити народу, переконує радник глави 
МВС Антон Геращенко, Натомість експерти конста- 
тують — навіть якщо перетворення у міліції вирішили 
втілювати не лише на папері, це приречено на про- 
вал без повної реформи силового боку в Україні. 

У складі МВС буде не міліція, а поліція, для 
відвернення корупції Державтоінспекції заборо- 
нять видавати посвідчення водія і реєструвати 
транспорт (завданням з даїшників залишиться 
тільки патрулювання національних автострад), 
до міліції (себто, поліції) братимуть на підставі 
тестування детектором брехні, всі нинішні 
спецпідрозділи MBC обіцяють ліквідувати. 
Про це йдеться у презентаційному відеороліку, 
розміщеному Ha  Фейсбук-сторінці / міністра 
внутрішніх справ України Арсена Авакова. 

«У складі МВС буде поліція. Сумніви відпали 
після сформульованої норми про «народну міліцію» 
в недавньому законі про «особливий режим» у низці 
районів Донбасу. Не хочемо асоціюватися з тією 
міліцією», - зазначив Арсен Аваков. 

Також реформа міліції передбачає «тотальну 
атестацію» співробітників та створення замість 
нинішніх спецпідрозділів одного універсального 
на кшталт американського SWAT. 

Як зазначив у коментарі Радіо Свобода рад- 
ник глави MBC України Антон Геращенко, 
найголовніша мета реформи - зробити міліцію 
новим органом, який служив би не владі, а 
пересічним українцям. 

«Усі 23 роки незалежності міліція фактично за- 
хищала владу від народу. А тепер вона має захи- 
щати народ, Так, як це і передбачено законами та 
Конституцією», - сказав Антон Геращенко. 

«Зробити у державі окреме село таким, як в 
Америці, а жити як у Росії - так не вийде» 


Зі свого боку, журналіст, який займався 
розслідуваннями діяльності правоохоронців, Олег 
Єльцов констатує: реформа міліції - ключове питан- 
ня всіх перетворень в Україні. Без таких реформ дер- 
жава розпадеться навіть без допомоги сепаратистів. 

Олег Єльцов зауважує, що наразі міліція 
(як і прокуратура, і суди) була 1 залишається 
комерційною структурою. Тому треба, по-перше, 
справді розібратися з нинішніми спецпідрозділами 
- наприклад, УБОЗ непотрібен. Далі - повинна 
бути реальна кадрова чистка. За понад півроку 
після перемоги Майдану нові призначення, 
здійснені нинішнім керівництвом MBC, є, на дум- 
ку Єльцова, сумнівними. Маються на увазі навіть 
ті випадки, коли такі призначення робили з ураху- 
ванням думки громадськості. Й узагалі - рефор- 
му міліції слід здійснювати разом з масштабними 
змінами всього силового боку в Україні. 

«Потрібні нові люди й створення системи, яка 
запобігала б корупції. Але це не може статися в 
середині МВС. Це має бути реформа взагалі сило- 
вого блоку, повністю, в тому числі судів. А також 
- створення Національного бюро розслідувань і 
так далі. Тоді це може спрацювати. А зробити у 
державі окреме село таким, як в Америці, а жити 
як у Росії - так не вийде», - вважає Олег Єльцов. 

У Росії вже не один рік діє не міліція, а поліція. 
У серпні 2010 року тодішній президент Росії 
Дмітрій Медведєв запропонував це переймену- 
вання на поліцію. 

«Нам потрібні професійні люди, співробітники, 
які ефективно, чесно і злагоджено виконують свою 
роботу. Тому я вважаю, що настала пора поверну- 
ти органам правопорядку їхнє ім'я — поліція», — 
зазначив Медведєв. 

Зрештою таке рішення набрало чинності. Але, 
крім зміни назви, як констатують російські право- 
захисники, нічого Y ДІЯЛЬНОСТІ ЦЬОГО підрозділу 
правоохоронців Росії не змінилося - хабарництво, 
«кришування тіньового бізнесу », катування затри- 
маних тощо. 
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Obama condemns Russian 
aggression, but offers no arms 


(RFE/RL)—U:S. President 
Barack Obama met with visiting 
Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko at the White House, 
offering support and reportedly 
agreeing on $1 billion in financial 
guarantees but apparently stopping 
short of any pledge of weapons. 

Poroshenko went into the 
meeting hoping to convince the 
U.S. president to provide arms 
to Ukrainian government forces 
battling pro-Russian separatists in 
eastern Ukraine. 

Before the September 18 meeting 
with President Obama, Poroshenko 
noted the United States has been 
giving Ukraine non-lethal supplies 
and equipment but Poroshenko 
said, “Blankets and night visions 
goggles are important, but one 
cannot win a war with a blanket.” 

Poroshenko announced in a 
tweet that the United States had 
promised $1 billion in financial 
guarantees for Kyiv to raise funds 
on the capital markets. 

Ukraine borrowed some $1 
billion on capital markets under a 
similar U.S. guarantee earlier this 
year. 

Poroshenko walked away 
without guarantees that the United 
States was prepared to help arm 
Ukzaine’s military, however. 

Speaking in the Oval Office 
after the two presidents held their 
meeting, Obama condemned what 
he called “Russian aggression, first 
in Crimea, and most recently in 


Й 


Poroshenko shakes hands with Obama 
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Обата _ praised Poroshenko, 
saying his leadership has “been 
critical at a very important time in 
Ukraine’s history.” 

The U.S. president said Russia’s 
moves in Ukraine were designed 
to “undermine” critical reforms 
Poroshenko has been trying 
to push through in Ukraine, 
including moves for an “inclusive” 
government that gave greater 
autonomy to regions in eastern 
Ukzaine. 

Obama said the United States 
would continue to help Ukraine 
find a diplomatic solution to the 
crisis the country faces. 

Poroshenko thanked Obama for 
the “enormous” support the United 
States has shown Ukraine. 

Poroshenko said he and Obama 


discussed the question of energy 
and that a U.S. “team” would be 
in Ukraine next week to review 
Ukraine’s energy situation and 
needs with winter coming soon. 
Poroshenko concluded _his 
comments by saying his top 
priority and the greatest priority for 
his nation and its people was peace. 
“The only way we can deescalate 
the situation in the east of my 
country is the peace process and 
the peace plan, which included the 
cease-fire, inclusive dialogue inside 
of Ukraine, withdrawing Russian 
troops from my territory, closing 
the border for troops, for weapons 
and ammunition, releasing 
immediately all the hostages, and 
that is what the whole is waiting 


portions of eastern Ukraine.” 


for from us,” Poroshenko said. 


Poroshenko asks U.S. Congress for 
military aid, special security status 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
has asked a joint session of the U.S. Congress for mil- 
itary aid and to confer a special security status upon 
Ukraine. 

In an emotional speech before U.S. legislators, 
Poroshenko said that his army needed more military 
equipment, both “lethal and nonlethal.” 

He said that “blankets [and] night-vision goggles 
are also important. But one cannot win a war with 
blankets...and cannot keep the peace with blankets.” 

Poroshenko mentioned that just since the start of a 
cease-fire on September 5, Ukraine has lost 17 soldiers. 

The Ukrainian president warned of a threat to 
“global security everywhere” posed by the Russian 
aggression against his country. 

He described Ukraine’s conflict with Russia as the 
world’s worst since the U.S.-Soviet Cuban missile 
crisis in 1962 and urged the United States not to let 
“Ukraine stand alone in the face of this aggression.” 

Poroshenko also pleaded with Washington to give 
Ukraine “special,” non-NATO security status to help 


beef up its defenses against aggression from Russia. 

Poroshenko also said that Russia’s annexation of 
Crimea was one of “the most cynical acts of treachery 
in modern history.” 

He added that there is “no way, at no price, and under 
no condition” that Kyiv will put up with the occupation. 

The Ukrainian leader also called for the creation of 
a special fund “to support U.S. companies’ investment 
in Ukraine and help reform our economy and justice 
system.” 

Poroshenko said all assistance received by Ukraine 
from the West will be used “by non-corrupt establish- 
ments and the new generation of officials will guaran- 
tee that the funding will be used effectively.” 

In a gesture of support for Poroshenko, the United 
States pledged $53 million in fresh aid to Ukraine on 
September 18, including anti-mortar radar equipment. 

Senior U.S. administration officials said the new as- 
sistance would include $46 million to bolster Ukraine’s 
security in its conflict with Russian-backed separatists 
in eastern Ukraine and $7 million in humanitarian aid. 


Ukraine says cease-fire in east violated 


(RFE/RL)—Kyiv says sporadic fighting has oc- 
curred between Ukrainian forces and pro-Russian 
separatists in eastern Ukraine despite a cease-fire 
agreement. 

Ukraine’s National Security and Defense Council 
said on September 24 that eight soldiers were wound- 
ed over the past 24 hours. 

Council spokesman Andriy Lysenko said rebels 
kept provoking government troops into returning fire. 

A residential building in the rebel-held city of Don- 
etsk was reportedly damaged by shelling. Rebels were 
quoted as saying two people were killed in the attack. 
The claim could not be independently confirmed. 

The cease-fire has been in force since September 
5 and appears to be largely holding, despite repeated 
violations. 

A second agreement to establish a 30-kilometer- 
wide buffer zone along the front line took effect on 
September 20. 

NATO spokesman Jay Janzen said on September 24 
that the alliance has observed a significant withdrawal 


of Russian forces from inside Ukraine but that many 
Russian troops remain stationed near the border. 

Janzen said in an e-mailed message to Reuters, 
“There has been a significant pullback of Russian con- 
ventional forces from inside Ukraine, but many thou- 
sands are still deployed in the vicinity of the border.” 

Lanzen said that some Russian troops are still inside 
Uksaine but added that it is “difficult to determine the 
number.” 

He said pro-Russian separatists control several bor- 
der crossings, which allows the routine back-and-forth 
movement of troops across the border. 

Lanzen added that Russian special forces are operat- 
ing inside Ukraine, “and they are difficult to detect.” 

Meanwhile, the self-proclaimed Donetsk People’s 
Republic on September 23 claimed that mass graves 
had been discovered at a warehouse for a coal mine, 
some 60 kilometers from the city of Donetsk. 

However, both the National Security and Defense 
Council spokesman Andriy Lysenko and the National 
Guard denied ever having control of the mine. 


NATO says Russian forces 
‘still inside Ukraine’ 


(RFE/RL)—NATO’s top military commander says Russian forces are 
still operating in Ukraine and that a cease-fire is not working, but he 
expressed hope a new peace plan could bring progress. 

U.S. General Philip Breedlove told reporters in Lithuania on September 
20, “as to Russian forces on the ground, yes, they are still inside Ukraine,” 
but he did not provide precise numbers. 

His statement came as Foreign Ministry spokesman Aleksandr 
Lukashevich said in Moscow on September 20 that there were no Russian 
troops in Ukraine. 

Breedlove, who was in Vilnius for a meeting of NATO military chiefs, 
said the September 5 agreement was a “cease-fire in name only.” 

He said violence levels, including the number of artillery rounds fired 
in the past few days, are as high as prior to the cease-fire. 

However, Breedlove said he hoped the agreement announced on 
September 20 for the creation of a buffer zone between Ukrainian 
government troops and the pro-Russian militants will succeed in 
stabilizing the situation. 

Meanwhile, violence was reported in eastern Ukraine on September 
20, hours after the new deal was agreed in overnight talks in Minsk. 

The Ukrainian military said one soldier was killed as troops came 
under rebel attacks in the Debaltseve area in the Donetsk region. 

In Donetsk, the largest rebel-held city, strong explosions occurred on 
September 20 at a munitions factory. 

A local official, Ivan Prikhodko, said the explosions were triggered by | 
an artillery shell, but it was not clear which side fired it. 

The nine-point deal reached overnight in Minsk by representatives 
of Ukraine, Russia, the rebels, and the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) aims to expand on progress made when 
the parties signed a cease-fire deal September 5. 

Former Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma, who led Ukraine’s 
delegation at the Minsk talks, said new provisions agreed by the so- 
called Contact Group include a requirement for the government and pro- 
Russian separatists to move heavy-caliber weapons back 15 kilometers, 
creating a 30-kilometer-wide buffer zone. 

The warring parties also agreed not to use artillery, tanks, and other 
heavy weapons near cities and towns, to suspend flights by combat aircraft 
or drones over the region, implement fresh exchanges of prisoners, and 
place OSCE monitors along the disengagement line. 

The chairman of the Supreme Council of the self-proclaimed Luhansk 
People’s Republic (LNR), Aleksei Karyakin, said between 300 to 500 
OSCE monitors would be deployed along these disengagement lines 
and Kuchma said the OSCE monitors would also be stationed along the 
Russian-Ukrainian border. 

Kuchma also said there was also an agreement to withdraw all foreign 
armed groups, military equipment, fighters and “mercenaries” from 
Ukrainian territory. 

These agreements were due to come into effect within 24 hours. 

The first deputy prime minister of the self-proclaimed Donetsk People’s 
Republic (DNR), Andrei Purgin, said, “We hope for a complete cease- 
fire.” 

The self-proclaimed prime minister of the DNR, Aleksandr 
Zakharchenko, said the issue of independence for his separatist region 
and the Luhansk separatist region was not discussed at this latest round 
of talks. 

Russian representative Mikhail Лигабоу, who is also Russia’s 
ambassador to Ukraine, noted since the signing of the September 5 cease- 
fire agreement hostilities in eastern Ukraine have decreased by what he 
claimed was some 70 percent. 
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Russian-installed PM & 
prosecutor threaten Crimean 


Tatars with 


By Halya Coynash, 
Human Rights in Ukraine 

Moscow really scraped the barrel when 
they installed Sergei Aksyonoy as the Cri- 
mea’s ‘prime minister’ and Natalya Poklon- 
skaya as ‘prosecutor’. Both have effectively 
threatened to prosecute those who do not 
recognize Russian rule and to deport Cri- 
mean Tatars for what they call “inciting in- 
terethnic enmity’. 

Poklonskaya saw the need to express the 
following gems on Sept 22. “All actions 
aimed at not recognizing Crimea as part of 
Russia will be punished by law. People incit- 
ing interethnic enmity in the Crimea will be 
deported”. 

The Kremlin’s puppet prosecutor has thus 
warned of prosecution for exercising the 
human right to express one’s point of view. 
“Deportation” for inciting inter-ethnic en- 
mity would be excessive under any circum- 
stances and in any country, however the situ- 
ation is exacerbated by Poklonskaya’s highly 
specific understanding of what is involved. 
Over recent months, claims have been made 
that the reinstatement of the Ukrainian flag 
over the Mejlis building was such ‘incite- 
ment’, as were, in her rendition, articles in 
the Mejlis newspaper "Аудеї which were 
also deemed ‘extremist’ for their mention of 
annexation and occupation. 

Poklonskaya’s comments were edited on 
Sept. 22 to remove the word deportation’. 
Since this has direct bearing on the mount- 
ing repression against the Crimean Tatars, it 
is worth noting that Poklonskaya’s original 
utterances largely aped the views undeniably 
expressed by Aksyonov. On Sept. 21 Kom- 
mersant.ru published an interview with the 
latter in which he announced that the Mejlis, 
or Crimean Tatar representative assembly, 
was never registered and “doesn’t exist”. He 
claimed — falsely — that the Mejlis enjoys 
“relatively little authority, that if a survey 
were carried out, it would find that the Mejlis 
is supported by 15-20% of the population’. 

Once again we hear the refrain: “All actions 
aimed at not recognizing the reunification of 
the Crimea with Russia, non-recognition of the 
country’s leadership, will be punished by law 
and there will be a very hard stand.” Aksyonov 
will ensure, he threatens, that all those who 
cause inter-ethnic conflict will in one way or 
another be thrown out of the Crimea, or will 
face criminal prosecution. 

Asked about the banning of the remem- 
brance meetings marking the seventieth an- 
niversary of the Deportation of the entire 
Crimean Tatar people in May 1944, and 
the searches of Muslim schools and private 
homes, Aksyonoy claimed that this was 
mainly ‘concern about citizens, for Russians 
and for Crimean Tatars”. If there is a half- 


deportation 


percent likelihood that with some meeting or 
other something bad could happen to some- 
body, I won’t hold anything”. 

When the interviewer notes that the Cri- 
mean Tatars gathered peacefully for 20 
years, Aksyonov replies: “All these 20 
years the events were used as blackmail of 
the authorities in order to demonstrate their 
strength and say that the Tatars are ready for 
anything. And after each rally the authorities 
cravenly made concessions. ... Crimean 
Tatars, especially young ones, walked in a 
crowd, behaved in a challenging manner, 
drove with Crimean Tatar flags and really 
tried to morally humiliate Russians, there are 
no doubts on this”. 

There are plenty of doubts and were from 
the outset. Aksyonov’s rise to power need 
not be considered meteoric. It is all much 
more banal when Russian soldiers are pro- 
viding machine gun ‘lobbying’ for a margin- 
al politician whose Russian nationalist party 
had minimal support in parliament. Why the 
Kremlin opted for a person known as Gob- 
lin because of his links to a criminal gang 
can only be hypothesised. Aksyonov has 
clearly understood whom he has to thank for 
his new position at the top, and that he can 
lose it just as easily and he constantly makes 
obsequious references to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin. 

Putin has not concealed his full support 
for the 5-year exile from their homeland 
imposed on Crimean Tatar leader Mustata 
Dzhemiliev and head of the Mejlis, Refat 
Chubarov. Neither he, nor his protégés, leave 
any doubt that only those Crimean Tatars 
who buckle under can feel safe in the Cri- 
mea. The real authority enjoyed by the Mej- 
lis was demonstrated at the elections on Sept 
14 which almost all Crimean Tatars heeded 
the Mejlis and boycotted. It is this authority 
that the Russian occupiers are determined to 
crush. 

As in Soviet times, Putin’s regime and his 
puppets in the Crimea are attacking those 
whom they cannot tame and silence. Once 
the persecution was for so-called ‘nation- 
alism’ or ‘anti-Soviet agitation and propa- 
ganda’, now the regime’s opponents are 
claimed to be ‘extremist’ or ‘inciting inter- 
ethnic enmity’. 

In recent days there has only been one 
statement of the standard ‘deep concern’ 
from the EU. Any moves to ease sanctions 
against Russia are made contingent solely on 
its behaviour in eastern Ukraine and Crimea 
goes largely unmentioned. When opponents 
of annexation and the indigenous people of 
the Crimea are threatened with deportation 
by the head of government and ‘chief pros- 
ecutor’, such effective silence from the West 
is totally unacceptable. 


Russian ruble hits historic low 


(RFE/RL/UkrNews)—The Russian ruble 
fell to a historic low against the U.S. dollar 
after the West imposed new sanctions over 
the Ukraine crisis. 

The ruble slumped to 38.04 to the dollar 
shortly after markets opened in Moscow on 
September 15. 

It was the first time the ruble has weak- 
ened beyond the rate of 38 to the dollar. 

The euro also rose against the Russian 
currency, reaching 49.25 rubles shortly after 
markets opened. 


The United States and the European Union 
imposed new sanctions against Russia on 
September 12, targeting banks and major 
energy and defense firms. 

They have promised to scale back or cancel 
the measures if Russia abides by a cease-fire in 
eastern Ukraine and withdraws soldiers Kyiv 
and the West say Moscow has sent in to sup- 
port pro-Russian separatists there. 

As this issue of Ukrainian News went to 
press on Sept. 25, the ruble was trading at 
38.51 to the U. S. dollar. 


Western military exercises start in Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—Military exercises involving 
some 1,300 personnel from 15 nations have 
begun in western Ukraine. 

Some 200 U.S. soldiers and 13 Canadians 
ones are participating in the annual Rapid 
Trident exercises. 

This year’s drills come amid tension between 
Russia and NATO over the Ukraine crisis. 

They do not involve the live firing of 


weapons, but they have brought U.S. ground 
troops to Ukraine for the first time since Rus- 
sia’s annexation of Crimea in March and the 
start of the conflict between Ukrainian forces 
and pro-Russian separatists in eastern Ukraine. 

NATO says the exercise, which ends on 
September 26, will improve interoperability. 

The exercise kicked off at a Ukrainian mil- 
itary base in Yavorivon September 15. 
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А new generation 
for a new Ukraine 


UCU launches new phase of Comprehensive Campaign 


(UCEF)—The Ukrainian Catholic Uni- 
versity (UCU) and the Ukrainian Catholic 
Education Foundation (UCEF) announce the 
launch of the public phase of UCU’s Com- 
prehensive Campaign to complete construc- 
tion of the University’s campus in Stryisky 
Park in Lviv, and to build a strong endow- 
ment for new academic and research pro- 
grams. Under the motto, “A New Generation 
for a New Ukraine” the public phase will 
unfold with a series of fundraising events 
beginning Nov. 1 at the King’s Garden Ban- 
quet Hall in Toronto, followed by charity 
banquets on Nov. 8 at Loyola High School in 
Montreal, Noy. 14 at St. Stephen’s Cultural 
Centre in Calgary, plus several in the United 
States. Similar events are planned for Kyiv 
and London in the coming months. Among 
the featured speakers will be the University’s 
President, Bishop Borys Gudziak, Andriy 
Sadovyj, Mayor of Lviv, and internation- 
ally acclaimed recording artist Ruslana (Ly- 
zhychko). His Eminence, Cardinal Thomas 
Collins, Archbishop of Toronto has also con- 
firmed that he will attend the Toronto ban- 
quet. 

The Ukrainian Catholic University initi- 
ated the first phase of its Comprehensive 
Campaign in 2010 with a goal to raise $65.5 
million by 2016. Thanks to the generosity 
of numerous donors and the hard work of 
UCU’s and UCEF’s development team and 
volunteer committees, to date the Campaign 
has raised over 70% of its targeted amount, 
or over $45 million. 

The success of the initial phase of this 
campaign has enabled UCU to complete 
construction of its new Multi-Purpose Aca- 
demic Building and a state-of-the-art resi- 
dential college (Collegium) providing new 
housing, a dining hall, faculty offices, and 
lecture halls for students, faculty and resi- 
dent advisers. 

“We are very proud of the success of this 
early phase of our Campaign,” said Alexan- 
der Kuzma, the Chief Development Officer 
at UCEF. “These buildings were completed 
on schedule and within budget for a frac- 
tion of the cost they would have cost at most 
western institutions. With the next, public 
phase of our Campaign, UCU will be able 
to complete construction on the University 
Church and Pastoral Center, and plans to 
start construction on the new Library and 
Resource Center, designed by the renowned 
Benesch Architectural Firm of Stuttgart, 
Germany.” 

According to Olha Zarichynska, the newly 
appointed Director of Development at UCU 
and herself a graduate of the University, this 
Campaign marks an important milestone 
in fulfillment of the University’s mission: 
“After four years of preparation and work 
with major donations and foundations, the 
University is launching the public phase of 
its Comprehensive Campaign, and invites all 
of its friends and donors to join our effort 
to build a first-class university in the Eastern 
Christian tradition, to serve God, Ukraine, 
and all humanity, and — through its core val- 
ues — to educate a new generation for the re- 
newal of Ukraine.” 

From November 2013 through February 
2014, UCU students and faculty were deep- 
ly involved in what Bishop Gudziak called 
“The Revolution of Dignity” - the Maidan 
uprising that toppled the Yanukovych regime 
and helped inaugurate a new Ukrainian gov- 
ernment committed to democracy and hu- 
man rights. It is in keeping with this heroic 
witness that this new campaign at UCU has 
been launched under the title “A New Gen- 
eration for a New Ukraine”. 

Now that the Ukrainian Parliament has 
passed a sweeping reform bill to guarantee 
academic freedom in higher education, UCU 
and other progressive institutions are look- 
ing forward to a new era of growth and intel- 
lectual renewal. 

“There are those who have suggested that 


Bishop Borys Gudziak, President of the 
Ukrainian Catholic University, speaks at the 


universitys new Multi-Purpose Academic 
Building 


UCU should scale back its plans, given the 
turmoil in Ukraine’s eastern regions and 
many other challenges facing Ukraine,” said 
Alex Kuzma. “On the contrary: we believe 
Ukraine needs and deserves a world-class 
university. Yale and Harvard also expanded 
during a period of great upheaval in Amer- 
ican history. The students of UCU have al- 
ready proven that they are fully committed 
to a democratic future. Virtually the entire 
student body took part in the Maidan and 
risked their lives for the values they believe 
in. There is no reason for them to put their 
dreams on hold.” 

In recent years, many UCEF donors, gov- 
ernment and business leaders have visited 
UCU to see for themselves the progress that 
has been made at the University. Following 
his visit to UCU, Canadian Prime Minis- 
ter Stephen Harper echoed the sentiments 
of many when he said: “To see the faces 
of Ukraine’s future, I met with students at 
UCU... I was tremendously impressed by 
these young men and women - their know- 
ledge, their idealism, their eagerness to hear 
of the past and to create a better future. They 
are the embodiment of Ukraine’s aspira- 
tions.” 

“UCU is an important institution in the 
rebuilding of Ukraine for the future. Condi- 
tions are ripe for the fulfillment of UCU’s 
bold vision,” said Andrew IInycky, UCEF 
Board Member and Chair of the Calgary 
Friends of UCU. “More than ever before, the 
Diaspora needs to step up and concretely re- 
spond to UCU’s current appeal, which bears 
the very appropriate slogan A New Genera- 
tion for a New Ukraine!” 

“Now is the time to build a new generation 
of leaders, to lead Ukraine to the new future 
it deserves,” said Renata Roman, Chair of 
the Toronto gala on November Ist. “UCU 
shows us what hard work, dedication and 
love of one’s country can do. It has provided 
leaders to the Maidan and beyond. The di- 
aspora shares this vision. Together, we can 
make this vision a reality.” 

UCEF’s Chief Operating Officer Joseph 
Solimini gives a great deal of credit for the 
Campaign’s early success to the generosity 
and commitment of local organizing com- 
mittees in North America. “We've been very 
blessed with dynamic leaders who are co- 
ordinating our efforts worldwide,” said So- 
limini. “Many local leaders and community 
volunteers have devoted enormous amounts 
of time and effort to build this campaign. In 
November we will see these outstanding ef- 
forts come to fruition.” 
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Harper pledges continued support for Ukraine 


(UkrNews/SUSK)—Prime Minister Ste- 
phen Harper pledged Canada’s continued 
support for Ukraine in his keynote address at 
the United for Ukraine fundraiser gala held 
in Toronto, Sept. 11. 

“What we say to the Ukrainian people, we 
say remember that during your struggle for 
peace and freedom, Canada is and Canada 
always will be at your side,” he declared. 

“Our steadfast support for the people of 
Ukraine is not just a matter of integrity or 
ideals,” explained the Prime Minister 

“Tt is not just a matter of politics or 
statecraft. 

“For us, this is not even just a matter of 
foreign affairs. 

“This is a family matter and this is personal 
to Canadians. 

“Yes, friends, for generations Ukrainians 
have fled totalitarianism and imperialism, 
oppression and cruelty. 

“But I am here to tell you what the people 
of Ukraine are telling us. 

“The time for fleeing 15 over. 

“To Mr. Putin, the people of Ukraine have 
said no to a step backwards into the past. 

“They have said no to a future tied to 


Kate Ivanchenko (Former SUSK Vice-President East), Cassian Soltykevych (SUSK 


Russia. 

“They have said no to subjugation and 
fear. 

“And next month when they cast their 
ballots once again it will be more clear than 
ever that they are saying no to Mr. Putin,” 
said Harper. 

He noted that Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has been stoking the fires of the crudest 
form of nationalism in order to obscure his 
own failure of leadership. 

“Desperate to camouflage on his watch 
the struggles of Russia’s present, the waning 
hopes for its future, he has been summoning 
instead ghosts from the past. 

“Ghosts of an imperial Russia that have 
manifested themselves in his reckless and 
illegal annexation of Crimea and in the 
war now being waged first by his proxies 
and then of course today by his soldiers in 
Ukraine’s east. 

“They manifested themselves in the 
repulsive image of Ukrainian government 
soldiers, prisoners being marched through 
the streets to be mocked and abused. 

“A clear violation not just of the Geneva 
conventions but of basic human dignity. 


fh 


Prime Minister Stephen Harper shakes hands with Wayne Gretzky prior to delivering 


remarks at the United for Ukraine Gala. (PMO photo by Deb Ransom) 


They manifested themselves in the wreckage 
of Malaysian Airlines flight MH17, shot 


] down over Eastern Ukraine, killing the 


almost 300 people aboard 
Canadian student Andrei Anghel. 
“We’ve seen it in the increasing number of 
civilians who have died as the fighting goes 
on. 
“And now they have shown themselves in 


including 


4 the latest Russian invasion and the cynical 


explanation that these troops were on 
vacation, donating their time,” he said. 

The Prime Minister also announced that 
Canadian election observers would be 
deployed to monitor Ukraine’s parliamentary 
elections in late October, and that he would 
be receiving Ukraine’s President, Petro 
Poroshenko, on his first official visit to 


A special address was also given by hockey 
legend Wayne Gretzky, whose grandparents 
are of Ukrainian heritage. 


Executive The event was hosted by the Canada Ukraine 


Vice-President), Christine Czoli (SUSK President), Danylo Kostruba (Former SUSK Vice- Foundation a charitable foundation whose 
President Finance), and Anastasia Ostapchuk (Former SUSK Vice-President Central) 


aim 15 to coordinate, develop, organize and 


deliver assistance projects generated by 
Canadians and directed to Ukraine. 

The United for Ukraine gala was 
organized in order to support the Ukrainian 
relief effort. This fall, CUF is partnering 
with Operation Rainbow to send a medical 
team to perform post-traumatic and acute 
trauma surgeries on those injured during the 
Euromaidan protests and the illegal Russian 
occupation of Ukraine. In addition, CUF 
will oversee a fundraising campaign — the 
“Ukraine Rebuilding Fund” — to assist in 
the rebuilding of the social infrastructure 
destroyed in the conflicts, focusing first on 
Eastern Ukraine. 

Several members of the executive of 
the Ukrainian Students’ Club of Can- 
ada (SUK+SK) attended. They included: 
Kate Ivanchenko (Former SUSK Vice- 
President East), Cassian Soltykevych 
(SUSK Executive Vice-President), Christine 
Czoli (SUSK President), Danylo Kostruba 
(Former SUSK Vice-President Finance), and 
Anastasia Ostapchuk (Former SUSK Vice- 
President Central) 


Thousands march against war in Moscow, St. Petersburg 


(RFE/RL)—Moscow has seen its largest 
Opposition protest since President Vladimir 
Putin’s inauguration to a third presidential 
term in May 2012. 

Thousands also demonstrated in St. Peters- 
burg and other Russian cities on September 
21 against what they say is a covert Russian 
war in eastern Ukraine. 

According to SONAR, an independent 
monitoring group that counted protesters 
passing through security checkpoints, more 


than 26,000 gathered for the Moscow march. 

Putin and his government have repeatedly 
denied sending Russian troops or weapons 
into eastern Ukraine to support pro-Russian 
separatists. 

But those claims are increasingly met with 
skepticism within and outside of Russia. 

Aleksandr Ryklin of the opposition Soli- 
darity movement said the slogan for all of 
the September 21 marches across Russia 
was: “Putin, enough lying and making war!” 


Moscow demonstrators carry sign that reads "Мо to War in Ukraine” 


Yelena Volkova, a protester in Moscow, 
said the Russian authorities should “stop this 
outrageous covert war that they don’t admit” 
waging. 

Banners at the Moscow rally said: “Putin, 
I’m sick of your lies,” “Don’t shoot our broth- 
ers,” and “I don’t want a war with Ukraine.” 

Daria Nikolayeva is a 55-year-old Russian 
school teacher who carried a portrait to the 
Moscow rally of Nikolai Krygin, a Russian 
paratrooper who allegedly was killed during 
a battle in Ukraine. 

Nikolayeva told RFE/RL’s correspond- 
ent in Moscow that a precedent was set 
by Russia’s deployment of military forces 
across Ukraine’s Crimea Peninsula in March 
and Russia’s speedy annexation of Crimea 
through an illegal referendum. 

She said she was “not only against us send- 
ing our troops to Ukraine, but also against 


us interfering whatsoever in the matters of 
other sovereign states.” 

The Moscow march was formally ap- 
proved by city officials. 

It began in the early evening at Pushkin 


PHOTO - LUBOMYR HUCULAK 
In solidarity with the peace marches in Russia, the Russian-speaking diaspora across North 
America organized similar events on September 21. Pictured above: The rally in front 
of Vancouver's Art Gallery, organized by the “Progressive Russians of Vancouver” and 
supported by members of Vancouver 5 Ukrainian community. 


Square in the city center, with protesters 
walking along nearly 4 kilometers of road- 
way. 

The Moscow protest passed off peaceful- 
ly, despite the presence of pro-Russian sep- 
aratist supporters along the route — some of 
whom threw raw eggs at the demonstrators. 

There were minor scuffles, but no reports 
of serious violence and no immediate reports 
of arrests. 

In St. Petersburg, more than 1,000 people 
gathered outside the Kazan Cathedral to par- 
ticipate in a rally, which was not sanctioned 
by the authorities. 

About 100 antiwar protesters who gath- 
ered in the Russian city of Yekaterinburg 
were jeered by hecklers who support eastern 
Ukraine’s pro-Russian separatists. 

In the Siberian city of Barnaul, at a small 
unsanctioned demonstration, local activist 
Artyom Kosaretsky reportedly was assaulted 
and detained by authorities after holding up 
a sign saying “Siberia against war.” 

The protests coincided with the United 
Nations’ annual International Peace Day. 
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“Canada is the most Ukrainian nation outside of Ukraine” 


By Oleg Naumenko 

On September 17, an atmosphere 
of anticipation engulfed Parliament 
Hill. Thirty-three Ukrainian Interns 
were among the many Canadians 
from Ontario and Quebec who 
came to Ottawa to greet Ukraine’s 
President Petro Poroshenko. This 
was without doubt a response to 
Canada’s unparalleled support, 
for beleaguered Ukraine. Canada 
was the first after Poland to rec- 
ognize Ukraine’s independence in 


1991 and continues to be one of 


Ukraine’s staunchest allies. 

This support increased after 
Ukraine fell victim to Russia’s an- 
nexation of Crimea and invasion 


of eastern Ukraine. The Interns of 


the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary 
Program had the honour to meet 
President Poroshenko as well as 
Canadian parliamentarians, Sen- 
ators and members of the Diplo- 
matic Corp at a reception follow- 
ing the President’s address to both 
Houses of Parliament. 

It was easy to notice the prep- 
arations for Poroshenko’s visit. 
Ukraine’s blue and yellow national 
flag was displayed at every major 
building and avenue around Parlia- 
ment Hill. Soldiers from various 
Canadian military regiments were 
on Parliament Hill going through a 


final dress rehearsal. Canadians of 


Polish, Lithuanian, Latvian, Eston- 
ian and Czech heritage made their 


way to the front of Centre Bloc of 
Parliament to observe the arrival of 


President Poroshenko and his host 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper. 
Ukrainians by the hundreds wear- 
ing traditional Ukrainian vyshyn- 
vanky swelled the large crowd. 
The festive mood signaled that 
Parliament was waiting for the ar- 


rival of Canada’s favourite guest. 

Indeed, positive sentiments in- 
creased further, once President 
Poroshenko arrived at Parliament’s 
central entrance. The anthem of 
Ukraine, played by the military 
band, was accompanied with the roar 
of cannons, which is the traditional 
welcome for the highest-ranking 
visitors to Parliament. After a brief 
exchange of greetings with Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper, President 
Petro Poroshenko proceeded to the 
House of Commons for President 
Poroshenko’s address. 

“Mr. Poroshenko is a very hum- 
ble man,” said one of the MPs dur- 
ing the President’s speech. The 
crux of it demonstrated how deeply 
the President of Ukraine values 
support of Canada’s politicians 
and Canada’s Ukrainian commun- 
ity. President Poroshenko’s address 
was interrupted numerous times 
with thunderous applause and 
voices of approval from CUPP In- 
terns and special guests who were 
admitted to the public galleries of 
the House of Commons Chamber. 

President Poroshenko had to 
pause to express a sincere “thank 
you” after each round of applause. 
The sense of humility and appre- 
ciation to his hosts permeated the 
President’s words — he demonstrat- 
ed respect to Canada’s bilingual 
culture by delivering part of his ad- 
dress in French. He also addressed 
Canada’s Ukrainians in Ukrainian, 
which he referred to as “the third 
official language of Canada.” 

The long history of friendship 
between the two nations and the 
achievements of Ukrainian-Can- 
adians — from hockey superstars 
Terry Sawchuk, Mike Bossy, Johnny 
Bower, Turk Broda, Wayne Gretzky, 
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Prime Minister Harper, 


Andrew Scheer, Speaker of the House of Commons, and Noél Kinsella, Speaker of the Sen- 


ate, look on as Poroshenko signs Parliaments distinguished visitors’ guest books. (PMO photo by Deb Ransom) 


Walt Tkachuk and Bill Barilko and 
to Senators Raynell Andreychuk, 
David Tkachuk, Paul Yuzyk, Denise 
Batters, Martha Bielish, Michael 
Wall and former Governor-Gener- 
als Ramon Hnatyshyn and Edward 
Schreyer, Members of Parliament 
Michael Starr, James Bezan, Mi- 
chael Warawa Antin Hlynka, Nor- 
man Cafik, Harvie Andre, Don 
Mazankowski, Premiers Ed Stel- 
mach, Ernie Eves, Roy Romanow, 
Gary Filmon, Astronaut Roberta 
Bondar, Artists William Kurelek 
and Leo Mol, Photographer Edward 
Burtynsky, Journalist Victor Malar- 
key, Entrepreneurs Eugene Melnyk, 
James Temerity, Leo Ledohowski 
and Bill Teron — testify to the con- 
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tribution of emia in Аби 
a free and prosperous Canada. In 
President Poroshenko’s words, 
Canada is the most Ukrainian na- 
tion outside of Ukraine.” By the 
same token, Poroshenko assured that 
Ukraine is “the most Canadian na- 
tion outside of Canada”. 

Canada is at the forefront of 
providing Ukraine with non-lethal 
military aid; particularly bullet- 
proof vests and helmets, which 
have saved numerous lives. An- 
other moment of surprise for many 
parliamentarians came when Poro- 
shenko said that he was not only 
the President and citizen of Ukraine 
but also a father of a soldier. Few 
knew that the President’s own son 
is serving in the war for the territor- 
ial integrity of the country. 

Despite the difficult times, 
Ukraine successfully ratified the As- 
sociation Agreement with the Euro- 
pean Union on September 16. “This 
was our final farewell to the Soviet 
past,” said Petro Poroshenko and 
all present rose spontaneously and 
exploded with thunderous applause 
and cheers. At each such juncture 
CUPP Interns raised Ukraine’s flag, 
respectfully to observe House of 
Commons protocol. 

On September 16, the parliaments 
in Kyiv and Strasbourg adopted the 
Association Agreement between 
Ukraine and the European Union. 

In the European Parliament, 535 
deputies supported the agreement, 
127 voted against and 35 abstained. 
In Kyiv, all 355 deputies present 
voted in favor, while 95 did not at- 
tend the vote. The two sessions were 
connected by video transmission. 

It was left to the Chairman of the 
European Parliament, the German 
Social Democrat Martin Schulz, to 
praise the adoption of the agreement 
as a “triumph for democracy”. 

President Poroshenko empha- 
sized that Ukraine has embarked 
on an ambitious program of reform 
to create a free, just and transparent 
state. The first step in this initiative 
will be the pre-term parliament- 
ary elections on October 26, which 
the Ukrainian President pledged 
would be decisive in forming a pro- 
European coalition and bring about 
long-awaited changes. Canada is 
going to provide one of the largest 
missions to observe the elections. 

To great delight of CUPP Interns 
and Alumni throughout the world, 
towards the end of his address; 
President Poroshenko stated, “I 
cannot help but mention one par- 
ticular program that has played a 
significant role in enhancing our 
people-to-people contact. I am 
talking about the Canada-Ukraine 


‘parliamentary program. During the 
years of independence, CUPP has 
hosted over a thousand students 
from Ukraine who were able to 
work as interns right here in the 
Canadian Parliament, helping us 
build Ukrainian democracy. Wel- 
come back, dear colleagues. 

Г also want to thank the Canadian 
Parliament and the Ukrainian dias- 
pora for helping us breed a new 
generation of democratic and free 
Ukrainian leaders.” 

These words brought the entire 
assembly to their feet once again. 
Thunderous applause greeted 
President Poroshenko’s recogni- 
tion of this unique and powerful 
program in existence in Parliament 
for the past 24 years. CUPP was 
Canada’s first program of assist- 
ance to Ukraine. 

The President of Ukraine finished 
his address by quoting Winston 
Churchill who praised Canada as 
his second home. The choice of per- 
sonality was not accidental — it was 
Churchill who delivered two speech- 
es that fundamentally changed the 
modern world. In one speech he 
stated that the British Prime Minis- 
ter had nothing to offer but “blood, 
sweat and tears” in 1940 when 
Britain stood alone against Nazi 
Germany, while Churchill’s second 
speech in Fulton in 1946 marked 
the beginning of the Cold War. To- 
day, President Poroshenko stands 
firm against the ruthless Vladimir 
Putin, who employs tactics and rhet- 
oric reminiscent of the 1930s, and is 
resurrecting conditions of another 
Cold War. 

The numerous standing ova- 

tions, which interrupted President 
Poroshenko’s address, demon- 
strated that Canada’s elite is over- 
whelmingly supportive of Ukraine, 
while a large rally with Canadian, 
Ukrainian, Polish, Lithuanian, Lat- 
vian, Estonian, and Crimean Tatar 
flags, in front of Parliament, but- 
tressed that support. The longest 
and loudest round of applause came 
after President Poroshenko’s final 
words “Slava Ukrayini!” (Glory 
to Ukraine) to which the people 
responded Heroyam Slava! (Glory 
to Heroes). The spirit of Maydan 
to bring freedom, democracy and 
dignity to Ukraine was clearly sup- 
ported by the government and or- 
dinary Canadians throughout this 
memorable day. 
Oleh Naumenko is а 2014 Canada- 
Ukraine Parliamentary Program 
Intern with Member of Parliament 
Mike Wallace of Burlington, On- 
tario. He was awarded the Michael 
Starr scholarship to participate in 
CUPP 2014. 


